HALIFAX WEST HIGH SCHOOL
WELCOMES NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS

Halifax West High School
283 Thomas Raddall Drive
Halifax, NS
B3S 1R1
Phone (902) 457-8900
Fax (902) 457-8980
hwhs@hrce.ca
https://hwh.hrce.ca/
This course selection booklet is a guide to help you make informed decisions about your high school
programming. Please read it carefully and consult with your teachers, guidance counsellor,
parents/guardians to choose the courses and levels best suited to your academic needs, strengths and
interests.
The information in this booklet is as accurate as possible as of February, 2022. While we hope to
offer all courses listed in the booklet, some changes may occur due to student numbers and
scheduling needs. In this event, alternate courses chosen by students at the time of registration will
be scheduled.
*HALIFAX WEST IS A SCENT-AWARE SCHOOL**
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS NOT COMING DIRECTLY FROM OUR REGULAR
FEEDER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS:
To register at Halifax West students must have:
1. An official transcript (in English) and other supporting documents.
2. Proof of residency in our catchment area (example: a current utility bill).
3. Birth certificate or passport, visa, landed immigrant papers.
4. In some cases, a custodial agreement may be required if applicable to a family situation.
5. Nova Scotia Health card or proof of medical insurance.
All new registrants / guardians must first meet with one of the administrators with the above documents
before seeing a guidance counsellor for course selection.
Transcripts issued by Halifax West indicate courses taken at Halifax West High School and other public high
schools which follow the provincial public school programming (PSP) in Nova Scotia.
All high school credits obtained OUTSIDE Nova Scotia Public School System will be indicated as transfer credits
on the student transcript. Students who have already officially graduated from other high school systems are
not permitted to graduate from high school in Nova Scotia.

THE SEMESTER SYSTEM
Halifax West operates on 2 semesters per academic year.
Semester 1: September- end of January
Semester 2: February- end of June
Grade 10 students take 7/8 courses (depending on their math) that run all year.
Grade 11 students take 7 courses per year (3 / 4 or 4 / 3)
Grade 12 students take 6 courses per year (3 / 3).
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LEARNING SUPPORTS
ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE SUPPORT
EAL PLACEMENT AND LITERACY ASSESSMENT
Grade 9 EAL students transitioning from Halifax West’s feeder schools receive guidance on their course
options in relation to their current literacy levels. EAL students are encouraged to pursue courses in high
school which both strengthen their literacy competency and help them pursue their academic goals.
EAL students who are newcomers to our school area, or who arrive throughout the school year, write a
literacy assessment test to determine their English language competency levels.
Typically, students working at a Literacy 1 level require the greatest amount of language assistance while
students working at a Literacy 5 level require minimal language support. However, all EAL students are
encouraged to seek support from their teachers, guidance, and support staff such as our YMCA support
worker for newcomers, Ms. Marwa Kuri, when assistance is needed.
EAL COURSES
EAL LITERACY 10- For students who are in the initial stages of learning English.
EAL ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 10- For students at any literacy level, this course familiarizes students with the
language (including concepts, structures, terms, and practises) used in all their courses, provides hands-on
assistance, and helps students make valuable connections.
EAL 10- New English learners will take EAL 10 prior to (and a typically a pre-requisite for) English 10
Academic
*Please see course description section for more details.

LEARNING CENTRE
WHAT IS THE LEARNING CENTRE?
The Learning Centre is a scheduled class (6 hours per week) that supports students with work assigned in their
other courses.
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE LEARNING CENTRE?









Assist students with assigned tasks, projects, assignments, etc.
Provide one-on-one and small group assistance.
Coordinate alternate work and evaluation areas for students.
Provide access to assistive technology for students and staff.
Assist teachers in planning, implementing, and evaluating adapted work and Individual Program
Plans.
Create a positive learning environment for students.
Encourage social interaction between students.
Develop transition plans for students graduating from high school.
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Continue to assist students in becoming independent learners.

RESOURCE AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
Resource assists students who need adaptations or extra support to complete their course work. The resource
teacher often acts as a liaison between staff, students, and home to create a network of supportive services
which are aimed to ensure greater success for the student on an emotional, social and academic level. Study
and organizational skills, homework and assignment assistance are key components of resource.

LIBRARY AT HWHS
The Library is open Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The Library houses a selection of fiction and nonfiction to support the school curriculum as well as for leisure reading. The Reference Collection is comprised of
specialized encyclopedias, multi-language dictionaries and single volume reference books for research. An
extensive French collection of reference, non-fiction and fiction books supports the French Immersion, French
Core and IB French classes. The EAL students benefit from a collection of EAL materials. Ten computers are
available for student use on first-come first-serve basis.
Each semester an “Orientation to the Library” session is given to Science 10 classes, which includes a DVD
presentation on Avoiding Plagiarism, a demonstration on the use of the school Online Library Catalogue and
EBSCO, the full-text magazine, journal and newspaper database.
The Facts on File Database “Modern World History” can be accessed also through our library website (see
Library link on HWHS website). Check with the Library Staff for the username & password for home use.
The School Library is a learning environment for all students and staff. We encourage research classes, small
group use and individuals who wish to study, do research or read quietly.

EXTRA HELP AVAILABILITY
Extra help may be offered by teachers. It is the responsibility of the student to check with the teacher for extra
help times in her/her courses. Some teachers have up to date websites with a host of information for students
and parents/guardians. Check the staff list on the Halifax West High School website www.hwhs.ednet.ns.ca
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SELECTING COURSES / IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
When choosing your courses, care should be taken to select courses and levels suitable to your academic
ability, needs, strengths and interests. It is important to think ahead and tentatively plan your program for
your total high school experience. Be sure that you have the recommended prerequisite requirements for each
subject for which you register. An overall plan will help ensure that all of your high school requirements will
fit into your program and still leave room for you to take electives of your choice.
It is wise to investigate the entrance requirements for post-secondary studies you may be interested in.
Specified prerequisites may be required, both in courses and marks, for admission. If at this point you are
unsure of your future plans, choose courses that you can be successful in while still giving you flexibility in your
decision-making when you are ready. Remember that most post-secondary institutions place emphasis on
your Grade 11 course marks as well as Grade 12 marks for admission and potential scholarship consideration.

MYBLUEPRINT
Students who would like to explore their strengths, interests, skills and post-secondary options will find
‘myBlueprint’ useful. Check out this personal assessment tool as well as the various links provided which may
assist students in deciding on a program / career that matches their interests.
Students can find this link on the HWHS website under Our School.

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS
A credit is awarded in recognition of the successful completion of an approved course that would normally be
completed in 110 hours of instructional time. In courses defined through curriculum outcomes statements,
students are expected to have demonstrated achievement of the outcomes at an acceptable level of proficiency.
Credit Types:

Each course is categorized as one of the following credit types:

Advanced – These courses are designed to meet the needs of students who have demonstrated an
exceptional degree of academic ability or achievement.
Academic – These courses are designed for students who expect to enter college, university, or other
post-secondary institutions.
Graduation – These courses are designed for students who wish to obtain a graduation diploma with
plans to proceed to employment or some selected area of post-secondary study.
Open – Although none of these courses is designed to meet the specific entrance requirements of any
post-secondary institution, individual courses may meet entrance requirements of some institutions. It
is the student’s responsibility to check with individual institutions.

RECOMMENDED PREREQUISITES
Throughout this booklet, you will find the term Recommended Prerequisite. This term means a student should
take the recommended course prior to selecting the higher level course.
It is highly recommended that a minimum mark of 70% in the lower level course be achieved before
enrolment in the higher level course.
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*No student may receive credit towards a Nova Scotia High School Graduation Diploma for 2 courses in the
same subject at the same grade level which are based on similar curriculum and outcomes.

SELECTING YOUR COURSES
NOTE: Course changes will not be permitted unless there are exceptional circumstances e.g. failure in a
prerequisite course. Students are expected to continue in their selected courses for the school year.
Grade 10: Students must register for 8 courses including English 10, Mathematics course at grade 10 level,
Science 10, a Fine Arts course, and Physically Active Living 11
Grade 11: Students must register for a minimum of 7 courses.
Grade 12: Students must register for a minimum of 6 courses.
It is essential to be familiar with the graduation requirements and keep track of your credits. With the
flexibility of the semester system, students may have the option of selecting courses not only from their current
grade level but also from the next grade level.
For example, it is possible for a Grade 10 student with a strong academic aptitude and work ethic to choose
both Science 10 and Biology 11.
NOTE: Not all Grade 11 courses are open to Grade 10 students. The 2022-23 Grade 10 registration form lists
the available courses.
Students will not have the option in Semester 2 to repeat a course they did not pass in Semester 1.

STUDENT EVALUATION AND EXAMS
There will be Final Provincial Exams for all students in Mathematics 10, Mathematics 10
Diploma Prep (Pre-IB), and English 10
Note: Math Essentials 10 and Math 10 at Work will NOT have a provincial final exam
Final examinations or in-class final assessments will be written in January and June by all grade levels with
percentage grades being issued at the end of each semester.
Student evaluation and assessment in all courses is based on a combination of class work, assignments and
examinations. The portion of the mark obtained from examinations may not account for more than 30% of the
final mark in any course.
If, in exceptional circumstances, a student has a valid reason for not having completed the course work or
writing the final exam, the student must give the school a medical excuse or other evidence acceptable to the
school. In such cases, the student will write a final exam at a time decided by the administration and involved
personnel. Supplementary exams are not written at Halifax West High School.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Use the chart below to keep track of your credits as part of your planning and to ensure that you
are fulfilling all of the graduation requirements.
Nova Scotia Graduation Requirements check list;
 13 compulsory credits, plus 5 electives which equal 18 credits total.
 Only a maximum of 7 grade 10 level courses may apply to these 18
 You must have at least 5 grade 12 level courses.
Write the course name in the blank provided if you have successfully earned the credit.
Place “IP” next to the courses you are currently enrolled in but have not yet completed to indicate that
the course is in progress.
Here are the 13 mandatory credits
1 Grade 10 English____________________
1 Grade 11 English____________________
1 Grade 12 English____________________
1 Math Grade 10______________________
1 Math Grade 11______________________
1 Math Grade 12 _____________________
1 Science from Science 10, Biology 11, Chemistry 11 or Physics 11_________________
1 Science (any science course) __________________________
1 additional course/credit from technology, math or sciences ______________________
1 Canadian History course/credit ____________________________
1 Fine Arts course/credit____________________________
1 Physical Active course/credit__________________________
1 Global Studies 12 course/credit __________________________
Plus… 5 other courses or electives that you choose
1__________________________
2._________________________
3._________________________
4._________________________
5._________________________
Do you have at least 5 Grade 12 level courses? Yes______ No________
*Remember that you may only count a maximum of 7 grade 10 level courses towards the 18 required for NS
Graduation Diploma.
*French Immersion Certificate requires a minimum of 9 credits taken in French. Minimum
two (2) each year). Do you have these? Yes____________ No_____________
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PLAN FOR SUCCESS – 3 YEAR COURSE PLANNING
We encourage you to complete the chart below tentatively listing all the courses you plan to take in
high school. Choose 2 alternates as well. Make sure that you include prerequisites for future courses.
Please check your graduation requirements and those courses required for any post- secondary
programs that may interest you before you finalize your selections with your counsellor.
Note: Pre-Calculus Math 12 will only be offered in Semester 1.
Grade 10 – Choose 8 courses

Grade 11 – Choose 7 courses

Grade 12 – Choose 6 courses

1

1

1

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

4

5

5

5

6

6

6

7

7

8
Alternate:

Alternate:

Alternate:

Alternate:

Alternate:

Alternate:

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Expected Graduation Year: ________________________________________________________________________
Possible program(s) of study after high school:

What institutions are you considering?

Necessary (pre-requisite) high school courses for post-secondary program:
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FRENCH IMMERSION / IMMERSION FRANCAISE
À chaque année le cours de français fournit une situation d'apprentissage où l'élève sera porté à améliorer son
expression et sa compréhension du français à l'écrit comme à l'oral. L'emploi du français dans les salles de
classes est obligatoire et il garantit une situation de maintien même à l'intérieur d'une école à double voie.
At each grade level the French language arts course provides a learning opportunity for students to improve their
expression and their comprehension, both in oral and written contexts. The exclusive use of French in the
classroom is expected at all times and guarantees maintenance of language skills in a dual track school.

ELIGIBILITY
The following students are eligible for the French Immersion program:
Students who have successfully completed Grade 9 in early or late French Immersion program
•
Francophone students – who require special permission as they are normally expected to attend
•
École Carrefour or École du Sommet
Other qualified students who are required to pass a French proficiency test.
•
This program is not intended for students in the core French or extended core French program.

REQUIREMENTS
The Nova Scotia Department of Education states that to be eligible for the French Immersion Certificate students
must:
 Successfully complete the French Immersion language arts courses in Grades 10, 11 and 12
 Successfully complete, each year, a minimum of 2 courses in which the language of Instruction is French
(excluding core French or extended core French)
 Successfully complete a total of 9 courses in which the language of instruction is French.

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

arts dramatiques 10FI

biologie 11FI

biologie 12FI

français 10FI

français 11FI

français 12FI

sciences 10FI

histoire du Canada 11FI

histoire planétaire (globale) 12FI

mode de vie actif 11

Please be aware that courses are offered only if sufficient numbers allow.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
Halifax West is authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) to offer the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma to our students. The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is a two-year,
internationally recognized curriculum and system of assessment. A student in the IB Diploma Program at Halifax
West would take IB courses in Grades 11 and 12, instead of courses from the Nova Scotia curriculum (PSP). A
student intending to enroll in IB Diploma courses in Grade 11 and 12 would prepare by taking the Halifax West
Diploma Preparation (Pre-IB) Program in their Grade 10 year.

THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM
There are currently over 1700 schools in over 120 countries that offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program. The IB Diploma is an academically challenging, standardized international curriculum intended for
students heading to university. The IB program emphasizes critical thinking, intercultural understanding and
exposure to a variety of points of view. It is designed for highly motivated students who enjoy academic challenges
and wish to become involved in the community.
Operating now for over thirty years, the IB program has earned a reputation for rigorous assessment and is highly
regarded at universities all over the world. The comprehensive program emphasizes academic excellence and
fosters personal development by encouraging community service and involvement in creative and physically
active pursuits. Assessment in the IB program includes standardized exams written and graded by teachers from
many countries as well as work marked by the students’ own teachers, but moderated by international markers.

IS THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM FOR YOU?
•
•
•
•
•

Are you a motivated, mature, academically able student interested in attending university?
Are you willing and able to accept academic challenges?
Are you a competent reader?
Do you have (or are willing to acquire) effective communication skills, analytical and critical thinking
skills, time and stress management skills?
Do you like to participate in school and community activities?

If you answered yes to these questions, then the IB program may be for you!
Any committed, conscientious and self-motivated student can be successful in the IB program. The IB program is
not meant just for academically elite students. Any student with a love of learning and who is willing to work and
demonstrates a strong degree of academic competency by coping successfully with our regular grade 10 academic
program should also be able to cope with the IB diploma, provided they are willing to put in the extra time and
effort required. We encourage you to seek advice from your teachers, counsellors and parents before deciding on
pursuing the IB Diploma Preparation Program at Halifax West.

IB PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
To achieve an IB diploma, a student must take six subjects, one from each of the following groups: first language,
second language, mathematics, social studies, science and fine arts. The fine arts course may be replaced by an
elective from one of the previous groups, for example a second science course. Three of these courses must be
taken at the higher level (HL), comprising a minimum of 240 teacher-student contact hours. Three courses must
be taken at the standard level (SL), comprising 150 teacher-student contact hours. (Nova Scotia curriculum
courses require 110 teacher-student contact hours). Most subjects are taken over two years, but one standard
level course may be completed in the Grade 11 year.
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STUDENTS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO FULFILL THREE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS, WHICH ARE THE
CORE OF THE IB PROGRAM:
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)
The IB Theory of Knowledge is a required course for all IB Diploma students. A major and continual focus
throughout the TOK course is to encourage students to approach and examine ways of knowing (such as language,
sense perception, reason, emotion and imagination) and areas of knowledge (such as history, human science,
natural science, mathematics, arts, ethics) with a spirit of open- minded inquiry and exploration. Students will
formulate their own ideas about the nature and sources of knowledge and the justification of knowledge claims
through critical reflection on issues relating to beliefs, culture, evidence, interpretation, technology, truth, values
and so forth. Evaluation is based primarily on class participation, presentations and essay writing.
CREATIVITY, ACTION AND SERVICE (CAS)
In CAS, students will participate in a minimum of 150 hours of creative programs, athletics and community
service. This will include extracurricular activities offered at Halifax West. Service projects will benefit the
school, local and international communities. Students are required to keep records of hours and selfevaluations for each activity. These activities help students develop self-confidence, initiative, responsibility,
concern for others and the ability to work cooperatively with other people. They also provide an important
balance to the academic requirements of the IB program.
EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)
In the Extended Essay, each student has the opportunity to conduct independent research into a topic of special
interest to him or her. This essay is a good introduction to the kind of independent research and writing skills
expected by universities. On average, it will take the student 40 hours to prepare and write the extended essay of
approximately 4,000 words.

ASSESSMENT
The IB Diploma Program has earned an international reputation for rigorous, independent assessment standards.
The assessment of IB courses includes a combination of internally assessed coursework and standardized
examinations assessed by external examiners worldwide. Samples of coursework assessed internally by Halifax
West teachers will be sent to independent outside experts, to ensure that international standards are met.

IB DIPLOMA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Each of the IB subjects is graded on a 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) scale. To determine diploma eligibility the marks
in each of the six subjects are totaled. The TOK and Extended Essay grades contribute up to three bonus points to
a student’s total. In order to receive a Diploma, a student must receive a minimum of 24 points and complete the
TOK, EE and CAS requirements.
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IB COURSES AT HALIFAX WEST
The following IB courses will be offered at Halifax West to students who are enrolled in the IB Diploma Program:

IB Subject Group

Courses Offered at HWHS

I. Language A1

English SL and HL

II. Second Language

French SL and HL
Spanish ab initio SL

III. Individuals and Societies

History SL and HL
History SL in French
Information Technology in a Global
Society SL

IV. Experimental Sciences

Biology SL and HL
Chemistry SL and HL
Physics HL

V. Mathematics

VI. Arts (or Elective)
SL = Standard Level

Mathematics: Applications and
Interpretation SL
Mathemtaics: Analysis and Approaches SL
& HL
Film HL
HL = Higher Level

*We will only be able to run these courses if enrollment numbers are sufficient
A second course from one of the subject groups, such as science, may be substituted for the arts course.
The Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL course is quite accessible and intended for the
humanities student. The Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL course is an introduction to a
calculus type course.
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THE FOLLOWING COURSES ARE DESIGNED FOR HARD WORKING, SELF-MOTIVATED STUDENTS
WHO ARE ENROLLED IN THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME. STUDENTS MUST HAVE SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETED THE GRADE 10 DIPLOMA PREPARATION PROGRAM OR HAVE PERMISSION OF THE
IB COORDINATOR TO ENROLL IN THESE COURSES.
IB ENGLISH - SL AND HL
IB English is a two-year literature course for IB Diploma students. It introduces students to a range of
literary works of different historical periods, genres, cultures and social contexts. The IB English program
encourages an appreciation of literature and the knowledge of the student’s own culture and that of other
societies. Students engage in discussions and analyses of major texts from world literature. The aims of the
IB English program are to enable the student to express ideas with clarity, coherence, precision, and fluency
in both written and oral communication; to engage in a rigorous approach to literary analysis; to encourage a
personal appreciation of literature and to develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary
study and criticism; to introduce literary classics and a range of modern writing in different literary genres,
styles and contexts; and to promote an international perspective through the comparative study of works
from the student’s own and other cultures. Students’ writing and speaking skills are assessed using a variety
of methods which give a broad picture of the students’ linguistic proficiency and ability to think critically.
IB FRENCH HL
This course is designed for students in French Immersion who are also enrolled in the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. During two years, students will explore the following themes: music,
poetry, la francophonie, media, culture, controversial subjects and the arts. An emphasis will be placed on
cultural identities, global knowledge, interdependence, respect for the heritage of different francophone
cultures and an appreciation of our differences around the world. We will use a wide range of mediums and as
many authentic documents as possible while emphasizing the four skill areas: reading, writing, listening and
speaking.
Ce programme est destiné aux élèves du programme bilingue qui sont inscrits dans le baccalauréat
international. Pendant deux ans, les élèves exploreront les thèmes suivants : la chanson, la poésie, la
francophonie, les médias, la culture, les sujets controversés et les arts. Un accent sera mis sur les identités
culturelles, des connaissances planétaires, l’interdépendance, le respect des patrimoines francophones variés
et une appréciation de nos différences à travers le monde. On utilisera toute une gamme de ressources et autant
de documents authentiques que possible pour supporter les quatre savoirs : la lecture, l’écrit, l’écoute et l’oral.
IB FRENCH SL
This course is designed for students of Core French who are also enrolled in the International Baccalaureate
program. During two years, students will study the following units: student life, festivals in Canada and around
the world, adolescent life, la francophonie, arts and sports. A variety of mediums will be used and as many
authentic documents as possible in all four skill areas: reading, writing, listening and speaking.
Ce programme est destiné aux élèves au niveau français de base qui sont inscrits dans le baccalauréat
international. Pendant un an, les élèves étudieront les thèmes suivants: la vie étudiante, les festivals au Canada
et autour du monde, la vie adolescente, la francophonie, les arts et les sports. On utilisera toute une gamme de
ressources et autant de documents authentiques que possible pour supporter les quatre savoirs : la lecture,
l’écrit, l’écoute et l’oral.
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IB SPANISH AB INITIO SL
This course is designed to be followed over two years by students who have no previous experience of
learning Spanish. The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and
situations usual in everyday social interaction. Through the study of topics such as The individual, Education
and Work, Transport, Shopping, Food and drink, and Leisure, students will develop a variety of linguistic skills
and an awareness of the culture.
IB HISTORY HL
The Higher Level IB History is an in-depth history course that allows students to study history from an
international perspective with the aim of explaining social and political trends that have occurred over recent
centuries. This course covers units such as the Causes, Practices and Effects of War, the Origins and Rise of
Nationalist and Independence Movements, and The Cold War. Within these units students will study topics such
as World War One and Two, the Spanish Civil War, the struggle for home rule in India and the Middle East
conflict. In addition to these units, students will study modern European history to as the regional option
component of the IB Higher Level History. The European history option includes an examination of the
philosophes, the French Revolution, the social impact of the Industrial Revolution, the origin of communist,
fascist, and nationalist ideology, and the Russian Revolution. Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed
on developing the skills of historical inquiry through the analysis of various primary and secondary sources.
IB HISTORY SL (OFFERED IN BOTH FRENCH AND ENGLISH)
The Standard Level IB History allows students to study history from an international perspective with the
aim of explaining social and political trends that have occurred over recent centuries. This course covers
units such as the Causes, Practices and Effects of War, the Origins and Rise of Nationalist and Independence
Movements, and The Cold War. Within theses units students will study topics such as World War One and
Two, the Spanish Civil War, the struggle for home rule in India and the Middle East conflict. Throughout the
course, emphasis will be placed on developing the skills of historical inquiry through the analysis of various
primary and secondary sources.
Le cours d'histoire BI permet aux élèves d’étudier l'histoire d'une perspective internationale avec un but
d'expliquer les tendances et les changements pendant des siècles. Les élèves développeront des compétences
d'enquête historique par l'analyse d'une variété de sources. Les élèves étudieront des unités telles que les
causes, les pratiques et les effets de la guerre, les origines de mouvements nationalistes et de l’indépendance,
et la Guerre Froide. Ces unités incluront des sujets tels que : La première et la deuxième guerre mondiale, la
guerre civile espagnole, la lutte pour l'indépendance en Inde et le conflit israélo-palestinien.
IB INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY
IB Information Technology in a Global Society SL (ITGS) is a one year course in which students study and
evaluate the impacts of information technology (IT) on individuals and society. ITGS explores the advantages
and disadvantages of the access and use of digitized information at the local and global level. In addition to
critical investigation and analysis students will also consider the social and ethical considerations of IT.
IB BIOLOGY HL
IB Biology HL is a two-year in-depth biology course for IB students planning on enrolling in the life or physical
sciences in post-secondary study. Topics include: cell biology (structure, function, chemistry, transport, and
cell processes), human anatomy and physiology (digestion, excretion, immune system, nervous system
including behavioral studies, reproduction), genetics (theoretical and molecular), evolution, ecology and plant
science. There will be an emphasis on laboratory work and students will complete an interdisciplinary Group
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4 science project. Evaluation of the course will be based on practical lab work and an external IB exam written
in May of the Grade 12 year.
IB BIOLOGY SL
IB Biology SL is a one year introductory biology course. Topics include: cell biology (structure, function,
chemistry, transport, and cell processes), human anatomy and physiology (digestion, excretion, immune
system, nervous system reproduction), genetics (theoretical and molecular), evolution and ecology. There will
be an emphasis on laboratory work and students will complete an interdisciplinary Group 4 science project.
Evaluation of the course will be based on practical lab work and an external IB exam.
IB CHEMISTRY HL
IB Chemistry HL is a two year program that is designed to be the equivalent of a first year university general
chemistry course. It develops an in-depth understanding of the major areas of chemistry. It is designed to meet
the needs of students who want to study science or engineering at university as well as a course for students
who want to complete their formal study of science at the end of this course. Chemistry is called the “central
science” because it is a prerequisite for many other courses at the university level and many areas of
employment.
Topics include stoichiometry, atomic theory, periodicity, bonding, states of matter, energetics, kinetics,
equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, and organic chemistry. In addition, one optional topic
will be studied. This will be chosen at a later date. Approximately a quarter of the course time is devoted to
laboratory work. Students must also complete an interdisciplinary science group project. External
examinations are written in May of the Grade 12 year.
IB CHEMISTRY SL
IB Chemistry SL is a one year university preparatory course. It develops an understanding of the major areas
of chemistry. It is designed to meet the needs of students who want to study science or engineering at
university as well as a course for students who want to complete their formal study of science at the end of this
course. Chemistry is called the “central science” because it is a prerequisite for many other courses at the
university level and many areas of employment. Topics include stoichiometry, atomic theory, periodicity,
bonding, states of matter, energetics, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, and
organic chemistry. In addition, two optional topics are studied. These will be environmental chemistry, and
medicine and drugs. Approximately a quarter of the course time is devoted to laboratory work. Students must
also complete an interdisciplinary science group project. External examinations are written in May.
IB PHYSICS HL
IB Physics HL is a two year in-depth physics course with an emphasis on laboratory investigations. The core
topics of study include: physical measurements and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, wave
phenomena, electricity, magnetism, electromagnetism, atomic and nuclear physics. All students in IB Physics
must complete an interdisciplinary science group project. Evaluation of the course will be based on practical
lab work and external examinations written in May of the grade 12 year. Students should have a strong
background in mathematics and ability in science
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MATHEMATICS: APPLICATIONS AND INTERPRETATION SL
Applications and Interpretation SL is to give students experience in several topics of mathematics with very
practical applications. Some of the topics covered include: Algebra, functions, geometry and trigonometry,
statistics and probability and an introduction to calculus. Students will complete an independent project by
collecting information, analyzing data and making inferences using mathematical skills learned in class. By
working through contextual problems they will learn to think logically, extract relevant information, make
conclusions and communicate solutions clearly. Note: This course would not be suitable for students
intending to pursue a math or science degree in their post-secondary studies. These students should enroll in
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL and HL
MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES SL
IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL is a two-year mathematics course for IB students who plan to
enroll in post-secondary programs focused in pure or applied science. This course will emphasize the
development of problem solving skills relating to and the extension of topics such as polynomials, geometry,
rational and trigonometric functions, vectors, statistics and calculus. In addition to in-class assessment,
students are required to complete external assessment meeting with IB curriculum and standards.
Prerequisite: A minimum mark of 70% in Math 10 Pre-IB is recommended. Note: Students receiving final
marks of 50-70% in Math 10 pre-IB should consider IB Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL.
MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES HL
IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL is a demanding and rigorous course that will prepare
International Baccalaureate students for future studies in areas such as applied or pure science, engineering
or similar fields. The topics explored in this course will progress from function analysis to multi-variable
calculus and differential equations. In addition to an in-class assessment, students are required to complete
external assessments meeting with IB curriculum and standards. Prerequisite: A minimum mark of 90% in
Math 10 Pre-IB.
IB FILM HL
Through the study and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, the Diploma Programme film course
explores film history, theory and socio-economic background. The course develops students’ critical abilities,
enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives in film. To achieve an
international understanding within the world of film, students are taught to consider film texts, theories and
ideas from the points of view of different individuals, nations and cultures. The film course aims to develop in
students the skills necessary to achieve creative and critical independence in their knowledge, experience and
enjoyment of film. The aims are to promote an appreciation and understanding of film as a complex art form;
to develop the practical and technical skills of film production; to conduct critical evaluations of film
productions by the student and by others. Students will study films from around the world and create a five
minute film in a group or individually.
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BENEFITS OF THE IB DIPLOMA
The IB program is a comprehensive international curriculum with an emphasis on critical thinking,
intercultural understanding, citizenry and extracurricular activities. Students are exposed to a broad range
of subjects, but study several subjects in great depth. The ultimate benefit of this program is that IB graduates
are literate, articulate, adaptable, confident young adults with expertise in at least two languages and a global
understanding of issues.
Graduates of the IB Diploma Program consistently perform well at university. Because of this, the graduates of
the IB Diploma are increasingly sought out by universities in Canada, the United States, and further abroad. At
some universities, graduates with an IB Diploma may receive preferred entrance status, scholarships and
advanced credit or transfer credits for IB courses in which sufficiently high results were achieved. Many
Canadian universities have entrance scholarships created specifically to attract IB Diploma graduates.

THE GRADE 10 DIPLOMA PREPARATION (PRE-IB) PROGRAM
Any student who is interested in pursuing the IB Diploma in Grades 11 and 12 at Halifax West is very strongly
encouraged to take the Diploma Preparation Program in their Grade 10 year. English and French Immersion
Diploma Preparation programs are offered.
Grade 10 courses in the Diploma Preparation Program at Halifax West will follow the provincial curriculum.
However, subject material will be covered at a faster pace and there will be an emphasis on building skills such
as research, writing, oral communication and designing, performing and analyzing experiments. These skills
are essential for success in the IB courses. Students who are successful in this program will be well prepared
to face the challenges of the IB Diploma courses in Grades 11 and 12.
The Diploma Preparation year will help students decide if the IB Diploma is in their best interests. The
selection of courses is designed so that if a student decides not to pursue the IB Diploma, they are on track to
fulfill the requirements for a Nova Scotia diploma.
A student who chooses the Diploma Preparation Program in Grade 10 will be enrolled in special sections of the
following courses: English 10, Math 10, Science 10, French 10, History 10. The student may then choose either
a fine arts course or the Physically Active Lifestyles 11 credit, and one additional elective.
A student who chooses the French Immersion Diploma Preparation Program in Grade10 will be enrolled in
special sections of the following courses: English 10, Math 10, Sciences 10I, Français 10I, Histoire 10I, and
either Arts Dramatiques 10I , Biologie 11I or Mode de Vie Actif 11I. The student may then choose one
additional elective.

More Questions?
For further information, please contact:
Joanne DesRoches
IB Coordinator - Halifax West High School
jdesroches@hrce.ca

457-8900 ext.# 5601285
Information is also available on our school website: www.hwhs.ednet.ns.ca (see the IB Program button on
the left sidebar) and on the website of the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO): www.ibo.org
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS / NS PUBLIC SCHOOL PROGRAM
ACCOUNTING 11 – ACADEMIC
This course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in accounting to enable them to
successfully further their accounting training at university or community college. Emphasis will be placed on
the accounting cycle, which includes opening entries, transaction analysis, financial statements, adjustments,
and end-of-fiscal period work. This course enables students to apply accounting theory and concepts in
authentic situations. Accounting 11 provides students with opportunities to investigate the range of careers
and employment opportunities that exist in the expanding role of business in all sectors of the economy.
ACCOUNTING 12 – ACADEMIC
This course builds on the skills learned in Accounting 11. Students will study ways in which accounting
procedures are applied in sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations and manufacturing companies.
Students will focus on recording transactions in appropriate journals and ledgers, preparing financial
statements, processing payroll and analyzing financial information. This course is designed to provide students
with a strong foundation in accounting and is an excellent preparation for a student considering the Bachelor
of Business Administration or Commerce program at a university or other post-secondary accounting program.
Prerequisite: Accounting 11
AFRICAN CANADIAN STUDIES 11 - ACADEMIC
This course is an introduction to the experiences of African peoples in North America through the study of
literature and history with a strong emphasis on historical research. Students will gain an overview of African
history and the African diaspora (dispersal) to the "New World" with a particular emphasis on the African
Nova Scotia experience. Students will be equipped with a sound understanding of the experiences, local
achievements and contributions of people of African descent. Also, students will discuss the geographical,
historical, economic, artistic, literary, political and social experiences, struggles and life stories of a people who
have made a significant contribution to world history and culture. As well, students will be required to do an
independent study assignment that underlines and incorporates African Canadian history and contributions.
At least one field trip is possible in a semester. This course is open to all students and will involve input from
the community.
This course meets the Canadian History requirement for NS Graduation Diploma.
AGRIFOOD/AGRICULTURE 11 ACADEMIC
In this course, students will investigate the diversity, processes and significance of agriculture and agrifood in
provincial and global contexts. Students will examine the role of science, technology, and government in the
primary production of agricultural products. Students will evaluate a range of marketing systems, assess
alternatives for increasing efficient and responsible farming processes, assess a range of roles in the supporting
infrastructure of agriculture and agrifood industries, and observe the appropriate health and safety procedures
outlined in the Nova Scotia Occupational Health and Safety Act. Students will be expected to demonstrate an
understanding of the agrifood industry in regards to food regulations and safety.
This course counts as a science credit for NS Graduation Diploma.
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APPLIED NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY 11 – ACADEMIC
The goal of this course is to introduce you to fundamental networking concepts and technologies to explain
how information travels across the Internet. The curriculum includes embedded, highly interactive edoing activities consisting of network simulations, games and challenges that provide a broad range of
learning experiences. These tools will help to develop an understanding of how data flows in a network. By
the end of this course, students will be able to build simple Local Area Networks (LANs), perform basic
configurations of network devices, namely routers and switches, and implement Internet Protocol (IP)
addressing schemes. Students enrolled in this course will have an opportunity to work with the R2-D2 Droid
Project or the Halifax West 3D Scanner Project
This course is considered a technology credit.

APPLIED NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY 12 – ACADEMIC
Students that have successfully complete Applied Networking Technology 11 are eligible to enrol in this course. The course
focuses on switching technologies and router operations that support small-to-medium business networks and includes
wireless local area networks (WLANs) and security concepts. In addition to learning key switching and routing concepts,
students will be able to perform basic network configuration and troubleshooting methods, identify and mitigate Local Area
Network (LAN) security threats, and configure and secure a basic WLAN. Students enrolled in this course will also have an
opportunity to work with a Life-Size Remote-Controlled R2D2 or the Halifax West 3D Scanner Project.
The course will prepare students with the skills needed for Network Technician, Computer Technician, Cable Installer and
Help Desk Technician jobs. Students who complete this course will be able to perform the following tasks:








Explain how devices forward data
Implement VLANs and trunking in a switched network
Plan a basic wired infrastructure to support network traffic
Identify and mitigate LAN security threats
Configure and secure a basic wireless area network (WLAN)
Demonstrate proper disaster recovery procedures and perform server backups
Monitor network performance and isolate failures

This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

ARTS DRAMATIQUES 10 FI – académique
Le programme d’études dans les arts dramatiques pour la dixième année repose sur le développement global
de l’adolescent, tant sur le plan individuel que collectif, en s’initiant aux éléments du langage dramatique et
théâtral comme moyens d’expression, de communication et de création. Par le biais de l’improvisation
gestuelle et verbale, les élèves pourront, dans une atmosphère de confiance, explorer et partager leurs idées,
leurs émotions et leurs expériences sous différentes formes dramatiques. Le cours se divise en quatre modules;
l’initiation, le mouvement, la voix et le théâtre. Le cours des arts dramatiques 10 sert de fondement pour tout
autre cours avancé en théâtre au secondaire. Le cours se déroule totalement en français.
This course meets the graduation requirement for a Fine Arts credit.
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BIOLOGIE 11 FI – ACADÉMIQUE
Le cours de Biologie 11 comprend les quatre modules suivants: la matière et l’énergie pour la vie, le maintien
de l’équilibre dynamique, la biodiversité et les interactions entre les êtres vivants et leur environnement.
Les sujets inclus sont : La structure, la fonction et l’énergie des cellules, la classification des organismes, la
diversité de la vie et plusieurs systèmes du corps tels que : le système circulatoire, le système respiratoire et
le système digestif. Ce cours offre l’occasion à l’élève de développer des relations entre la biologie la
technologie et la société en utilisant des activités en classe et au laboratoire.

BIOLOGIE 12 FI – ACADÉMIQUE
Le cours de Biologie 12 continue le thème d’homéostasie qui a été examiné en Biologie 11 en examinant les
systèmes de communication du corps incluant le système nerveux et le système endocrinien. D’autres
thèmes incluent la reproduction asexuée et la reproduction sexuée au niveau cellulaire et au niveau de
l’organisme, les principes de la génétique, la source de la variété génétique et les mécanismes d’évolution.
Comme en Biologie 11 il y a des activités et des explorations au laboratoire pour complémenter
l’enseignement en classe. Les élèves qui prennent Biologie 12 qui n’ont pas pris la Biologie 11 vont avoir
besoin de faire des études indépendants pour gagner la compréhension nécessaire à propos la structure et
la fonction cellulaire.
BIOLOGY 11 – ACADEMIC
The principal themes of Biology 11 are: energy and matter for life processes, biodiversity, the maintenance of
homeostasis and interactions among living things and between living things and their environment. Topics
include: cell structure and function, the classification of organisms, the diversity of living things, the processes
of photosynthesis and cellular respiration, the circulatory, respiratory and digestive systems. Classroom work
is complemented with activities and laboratory explorations.
Prerequisite: Science 10 and Math 10 are recommended.
BIOLOGY 12 – ACADEMIC
Biology 12 continues the theme of homeostasis begun in Biology 11 by examining mechanisms of
communication within the body, specifically, the nervous and endocrine systems. Other themes in Biology 12
include: asexual and sexual reproduction at the cellular and whole organism levels, the principles of genetics,
the sources of genetic change and the mechanisms of evolution. As in Biology 11, classroom work is
complemented with activities and laboratory explorations. Students entering Biology 12 are assumed to have
an understanding of cellular structure and function. Those who have not taken Biology 11 or 11A will have an
opportunity to gain an understanding of these topics through independent study.
Prerequisite: Biology 11 is recommended
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 12 – ACADEMIC
Business Management 12 provides students with the opportunity to learn about the business environment
from a management perspective, examining organizational structure and the variables that affect managerial
decision-making. The course will approach management from the context of the managerial processes of
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planning, leading, organizing and controlling. Students will examine the manager’s role and evaluate their own
management characteristics as well as their communication and interpersonal skills. Other topics include the
examination of issues such as global competition, workforce diversity, ethical considerations, and human
resource management. The course focuses on providing opportunities to work as part of a team as well as
working independently in the application of management principles. Real workplace problems and situations
will be examined and management solutions applied.
BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY 11 – ACADEMIC
Business Technology 11 introduces students to a range of business productivity software tools and their
applications. The course consists of five modules. In Module 1, students will learn proper keyboarding
technique and develop speed and accuracy in touch keyboarding. In Module 2, students will integrate their
proficiency in touch keyboarding to design and apply document processing skills using Microsoft Word. In
Module 3, students will learn to apply the principles and practices of spreadsheet software, including charting,
using Excel. In Module 4, students will apply the principles and practices of desktop publishing, using Word
and/or Publisher. Module, 5, computers and technology, will be integrated throughout the course.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY 12 - ACADEMIC
Business Technology 12 offers students an opportunity to acquire advanced productivity software application
skills. This course is designed to further develop a student’s transferable skills as a preparation for business
technology courses at the post-secondary level as well as to meet new standards for employability skills.
Students will develop advanced skills in using and integrating spreadsheet, database management,
presentation, and document processing software as well as web design exploration. The focus of this course is
to solve problems and complete projects/case studies common to a range of workplaces. Business Technology
12 consists of the following modules:
Module 1 – Advanced Document Processing/Desktop Publishing
Module 2 – Advanced Spreadsheet Applications
Module 3 – Presentation Software
Module 4 – Database Management Systems
Module 5 – Technology Integration and Web Design Exploration
Module 6 – Computer Ethics and Emerging Technologies

Business Technology 12 builds on the skills acquired in Business Technology 11. NOTE: This course is considered a
technology credit.

CANADIAN HISTORY 11 – ACADEMIC
Canadian History 11 is one of the courses that satisfy the compulsory Canadian History credit. This covers the
history of Canada from both a thematic as well as a chronological approach through the study of continuing
and persistent questions on the history of Canada. These issues are ones of current concern, which have deep
historical roots and have helped develop the Canadian identity. The major themes of the course include:
Globalization, Economic Development, Governance, Sovereignty and Justice.
This course meets the Canadian Studies requirement for NS Graduation.
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT 10 – GRADUATION
Career Development 10 is designed to help students to understand and manage themselves, to manage their
personal lives and resources (including financial resources), and to develop the ability to organize and shape
their careers. Students will explore realistic personal goals, assess their own abilities, and realize how these
actions affect their learning and decision- making processes. They develop awareness of their place in the
community and the value to their personal growth of giving service to the community through the following
modules: personal development, career awareness, workplace readiness, financial management, and the
development of a lifework portfolio.
CHEMISTRY 11- ACADEMIC
Chemistry 11 is designed to be both an introduction to the fundamentals of chemistry for the science-bound
student and a worthwhile course for the student interested in the humanities. The more rigorous material
required for students taking post- secondary chemistry is reserved for Chemistry 12. Students will learn about
the composition of matter and how one kind of matter can be changed into other kinds of matter through
chemical reactions. Other topics build upon this topic and include: matter, atomic theory, the periodic table,
chemical bonding, naming compounds and writing chemical formulae, types of chemical reactions, balancing
chemical equations, the mole, quantitative aspects of chemical equations, and an introduction to organic
chemistry. The topics covered by the text are reinforced with laboratory work
Prerequisite: Math 10, Science 10

CHEMISTRY 12 – ACADEMIC
This is a continuation of Chemistry 11. The topics covered by the text are reinforced with laboratory work.
Topics include: a review of some Chemistry 11, solutions, thermo chemistry, chemical kinetics, chemical
equilibrium, acids and bases, and electrochemistry.
Prerequisite: Chemistry 11 and Math 10

CHILD STUDIES 11 – OPEN
Child Studies is designed to help students explore the meaning and implications of responsible parenthood, to
help them acquire current information regarding reproduction, pregnancy and childbirth, to help them explore
significant issues of early childhood and to help them apply the understanding of child development to the care
and guidance of children. The course is developed around five modules:

•
•
•
•
•

Decisions about Parenthood (decision to become a parent, parenthood alternatives)
The Beginning of Parenthood (human reproduction, pregnancy, childbirth, the newborn)
Early Childhood Development (the infant, the toddler, the preschooler, the school-age
child)
Special Concerns in Child Development (daycare, children with special needs, children in crisis,
support services, occupational opportunities with children)
Practical Experiences with Children (in-school practicum or out-of-school practicum)

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 11 – ACADEMIC
This course is designed to explore concepts that deal with how we communicate in the changing world of
technology. Topics include photography, technology fundamentals and at least three from the following: technical
drawing, graphic design, video production, animation and web design. All students will be given the opportunity to
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learn how to use DSLR cameras, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator and Google Sketchup Pro. Other software and
a 3D printer may be used depending on which optional topics are chosen.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

COMPARATIVE WORLD RELIGIONS 12 – ACADEMIC
This course deals with the role of religion in the development of human personality and community. Its aim is
to familiarize students with the diverse religious heritage that has developed world wide. Topics that are
covered include: Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, as well as units on
sin and guilt, death and dying, problem of evil, prayer, religious experiences, and personal growth and
development in terms of religious values. Assigned readings, projects, discussion, research, as well as visits to
a variety of religious institutions will be a vital part of this course.

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 12 - ACADEMIC
In Computer Programming 12 students will use basic logic and an object-oriented programming language,
such as Java or Python, in order to solve a variety of problems. The problem solving tasks can range from
games to encryption to math and will involve both individual and collaborative work. Students will gain a
general knowledge of programming and the steps involved in proper program creation. The skills learned
in the course can be applied to both software based programming and web based programming. This
course may also be used as a first-year programming credit for post-secondary programs if a certain grade
is achieved. This course may be important to any students taking a Computer Programming, Mathematics,
or Physics degree in postsecondary education.
Prerequisite: Math 11 At Work or higher
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 10 – OPEN
This introductory course in construction technology is designed to provide students with an overview of the
construction industry with emphasis on light construction systems. Course content includes units on the
Imperial measurement system, construction preplanning, methods of ownership, machine operation and
safety, design and drafting, rafter math, non-structural systems, project estimating and codes, easement and
restrictions. In addition to these systems, alternative construction systems and future construction systems
will be studied. There is a math component in each unit of study. Students will design and construct a scale
model of a residential structure.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 12 – OPEN (Formerly known as Home Trades 12)
Construction Technology 12 (formerly Home Trades Technology 12) provides a wide range of experiences
and learning opportunities related to the trades. As a result of this course, students will develop some of the
skills and knowledge necessary to participate in the home construction industry. Hands-on projects will
focus on the areas of construction, electrical, and plumbing trades. In addition, the course will look at
business and environmental practices related to these trades, while developing a focus on safety and
employability skills.
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- Electrical
- Plumbing
- Framing
- House Design: interior and exterior
- Green technologies in the home
- Contracting: skills in a business, inspecting, estimating, sub- contracting, budgeting

CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION
The Co-operative Education course is a career-oriented instructional course designed to blend classroom
theory with practical experience in the workplace. It is a form of experiential learning that combines the
resources of the school and the community. Co-op enables the student to explore a career area, gain valuable
work placement experience and earn a credit!
HOW DOES IT WORK?
A flexible program, Co-op may be taken in one semester, over the full year or even (if offered) in the summer.
It has two components: 1) classroom 2) work placement.
The in-class section requires the student to complete learning modules before the community-based
experience. The in-school modules amount to a minimum of 25 hours, including on-line study. Students learn
career decision-making skills and job search strategies, while being exposed to current employment issues. All
students are required to complete an exit portfolio.
The out-of-class component requires the student to complete a minimum of 100 hours of community-based
work experience. Students may complete the community-based section during or after school hours, on
weekends, and/or during vacations, in accordance with board and school policies.
Arrangements for Independent Co-op are possible in certain cases.
Independent Co-op students complete their placement time completely outside of school hours. Work
placements in professional, technical, business, education, social service settings and all trades are available.
The community host (“the employer”) and the Co-op Coordinator provide supervision and assistance for the
student as he/she explores their career area while gaining employability skills. The student placement is
supported by a learning and evaluation plan developed jointly by the student, the Co-op Coordinator, and the
community host. The student, parent and community host enter into a signed contract outlining the general
responsibilities of all parties. This agreement also confirms the provision of risk insurance by the school board.
The student also signs a declaration of confidentiality and any other waivers required by the community host.
Transportation to and from the workplace is the student’s responsibility.
The Co-op Coordinator monitors the placement through conferences with the student and the student’s
supervisor, augmented by worksite visits to the workplace and student journal writing.
WHO MAY TAKE CO-OP?
Co-op is open to Grade 11 and 12 students who are 16 years of age or over. The student selects a career area,
and the type of Co-op they are interested in exploring, and then apply for the Co-op course. In order to qualify
for Co-op, students must first complete an application form and an interview.
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HOW TO APPLY
Applications are available from your Co-op Coordinator or in the guidance office. When choosing your courses,
please let your counsellor know you would like to take Co-op. Pick an alternate course, in case you are not
accepted or change your decision. Once applications are received and reviewed by the Co-op Coordinator, you will
be required to attend a selection interview.
ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED
CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION 11 – ACADEMIC (LOCALLY APPROVED CREDIT)
Co-op 11 is a community-based learning program that combines the resources of the school (25+ hour inschool section) and a community work placement (100 hour out-of-school component). Co-op 11 is designed
to facilitate a student’s career choices and help the student with their career and educational plans.
CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION 12 – ACADEMIC (LOCALLY APPROVED CREDIT)
Co-op 12 parallels the Co-op 11 program but in individual cases more emphasis is placed on independent study
and topics are covered in more depth. This is a community-based course that combines a 25+ hour in-school
component and a 100 hour out-of-school community work placement. Co-op 12 is designed to facilitate a
student’s career choices and help the student with their career and educational plans.

COURSES CONTINUED
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 11 – ACADEMIC
Students will explore the principles of design, solve design problems and inquire into the nature of these
problems. The contexts of the problems will include communication, built environment and product design
with an emphasis on the design process. Students will be expected to bring ideas from concept to prototype in
both an independent and group setting. Understanding the principles of design and learning to employ them
mindfully is a major focus of this course. The course will make use of computer software, such as Google
SketchUp, InkScape and Adobe Creative Suite as well as 3D printers and CNC Routers.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

DRAMA 10 – ACADEMIC
Drama 10 is an introductory course in drama, focusing on the personal growth of the student. Through
extensive work in improvisation, both in small and large groups, students will gain confidence as they explore
and communicate ideas, experiences and feelings in a range of dramatic forms. Drama 10 provides a foundation
for future course work in drama and theatre. The program begins with in-class exercises to develop
concentration and self-confidence, imagination, openness and sensitivity. It then moves to improvisation, with
scripted plays and some play writing. Students begin where they are comfortable and work to advance their
presentation skills. It is essential that they be willing to try all activities and perform for a class audience even
though acting skills will vary.
*This course fulfills the required fine arts credit for NS Graduation requirements.
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DRAMA 11 – ACADEMIC
Drama 11 builds on the learning experiences provided through Drama 10. Students will have opportunities
to explore movement and speech and to combine these in a greater range of dramatic forms. The emphasis is
on the process of creating script and bringing script to production. Students will create original scripts or
theatre pieces from other texts. Students will also explore script using improvisation and other dramatic
forms which will culminate in the production of created text. The elements of theatre production and the
skills required for presentation, including acting skills, will also be explored. Students should be prepared to
perform in two public performances that will highlight their acting skills. These performances will require
students to participate in out of school hours and could lead to performances in locations out of school.
Prerequisite: Drama 10 or the approval of the department head.

DRAMA 12 THEATRE ARTS – ACADEMIC
The Drama 12 course will allow students who have some background in Drama and who may be interested in
theatre- related careers to develop skills in acting, writing, directing and stagecraft. They will be exposed to
new technology used in production as well as professional theatre presentations. The emphasis of the course
will be on the preparation for performance and for the presentation itself. Students will create texts with the
use of improvisation, the collective process and an awareness of the needs of specific audiences. The elements
of theatre production and the skills required for presentation will be refined throughout the year. Students
will be required to complete a number of service learning hours as part of the course. Students should be
prepared to perform in three public performances that will allow students to demonstrate multiple aspects of
Theatre Production. These performances will require students to participate in out of school hours and could
lead to performances in locations out of school.
Suggested Prerequisite: A mark of 85% or above in Drama 11 and a recommendation from the Drama teacher. In
some cases, such as a student who has been involved in Drama in other capacities, special permission may be given
to take the course.

ECONOMICS 11- ACADEMIC
This course places specific emphasis on the basic economic structure of Canada and the role Canada plays in a
global economic community. Economics 11 will enable students to examine aspects of Canada’s economy that
affect them as individuals and as part of the global community. Students will explore the basis for economic
study with the critical thinking skills necessary for interpreting economic events and making informed
personal economic choices. Students will explore the following topics: basis for economic study, role of money,
supply and demand, markets and the economy, production and productivity, inflation and unemployment,
government involvement in the economy, and distribution of income and wealth in Canada.

ECONOMICS 12- ACADEMIC
This course in national/international economics is an extension of Economics 11. It provides a deeper study
of selected economics issues as well as consideration of certain theories. The unit on microeconomics
considers such topics as demand and supply; product differentiation; production and markets.
Macroeconomics considers national accounts; economic indicators and government policy; money, banking,
and finance; and economic growth. There are also three optional units: history of economic ideas; international
economy; and comparative economics.
Recommended Prerequisite: Economics 11
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ELECTROTECHNOLOGIES 11 – ACADEMIC
This course will enable students to gain an understanding of electrical and electronic systems. Students will
explore the world of electronics through hands-on experiments, circuit construction and computer simulation
software. Students will build and study more than 30 circuits to discover how electronic components function
and work together. Students will have an opportunity to design and build a printed circuit board using industry
standards, construct a project like the electronic musical instrument or the police siren circuit and design
control systems using the Raspberry Pi or Arduino. Students enrolled in this course will have an opportunity
to work with the Halifax West 3D Scanner Project.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

ENGLISH 10 - ACADEMIC
English 10 emphasizes the close association between language and learning, language and thinking, and
language and personal growth. While all forms of communication - oral, written and visual, whether expressive
or receptive - are regarded as valuable, English 10 emphasizes proficiency in use of oral language for a variety
of purposes. Learning experiences include formal and informal discussion and presentation, dramatic
presentations and focused listening activities. Students will respond to the study of language, literature and
media texts and consider their individual learning strategies as they progress towards becoming independent
learners. The choice of texts is varied and may include Shakespeare’s plays, contemporary or classical novels,
fiction and non-fiction. Articles from current print media, as well as, films and documentaries may also be
employed to enhance the students’ awareness of their connections to the wider community around them.
There is a provincial English 10 exam at the end of this course.

English Academic Language 10
English Academic Language 10 is an elective course and is designed for EAL students who are in varying
stages of English proficiency and on their way to becoming bilingual/multilingual. The course will provide
language learning strategies and pre-teaching opportunities that support student understanding of the
language of their content area courses. A focus on cross-curricular academic language enables students to
develop the English proficiency skills that are necessary for meeting the outcomes of mathematics, science,
social studies and English language arts classes.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE LITERACY
EAL LITERACY 10
EAL Literacy 10 will provide EAL students at least 120 hours (a semester) of intensive instruction in English
and literacy. This course will be an elective credit course for students entering high school who are new to
Canada and who have gaps in their formal education or limited literacy skills in their first language. This
course will introduce students to the English language and provide an introduction to their new cultural and
academic environment. Students will develop the ability to use oral and written English for daily and
academic purposes to be successful in school.

English as an Additional Language 10
EAL 10
EAL 10 (English as an Additional Language) is for students who are new to Canada with varying proficiency
levels in English and new to the subject of English Language Arts. It is a grade 10 elective credit designed to
prepare bilingual/multilingual learners for success in English Language Arts 10. As this course is intended to
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be a preparedness course for English 10, the content and organization of EAL 10 is similar ensuring that
students will have the knowledge, experience, and language proficiency to achieve success in English 10. In
summary, the EAL 10 course is developed for students new to the English language, Canadian culture and the
academic subject of English Language Arts.

ENGLISH 11 – ACADEMIC
English 11 requires students to examine and evaluate ideas and style in texts studied and in their own work.
Moving towards greater objectivity and exploring social, political, ethical and cultural issues in the wider
community, students will acquire and implement process- learning skills to develop effective written and
representational texts. There is increased emphasis on skill building in and through drama, media and
information technologies. Texts include novels, plays, poetry, short stories, essays, journals, editorials, songs,
films, videos, radio, television, live drama and multimedia texts. As participating members of a community of
learners, students will explore the tension between the individual and society and learn how language varies
according to context.
Prerequisite: English 10

ENGLISH 12 – ACADEMIC
English 12 is requires students to examine a wide variety of texts for entertainment, informational and critical
purposes and to demonstrate a knowledge of various influences on language and literary forms. There is
increased emphasis on global issues, multicultural experiences and on using language for public, formal and
global audiences (i.e. unfamiliar audiences). Students will write reflectively, critically and analytically about
their own and other texts. Texts include novels, plays, poetry, short stories, essays, journals, editorials, songs,
films, videos, radio, television, live drama and multimedia texts. Exploring their roles as individuals in a global
community, students will look at the human predicament with a view to becoming positive, mature members
of the larger community.
Prerequisite: English 11Academic

ENGLISH 12: AFRICAN HERITAGE – ACADEMIC
English 12: African Heritage is designed to prepare students to meet key stage outcomes for Grade 12 including
speaking and listening; reading and viewing; and writing and other ways of representing, through a variety of
learning and teaching strategies, and assessment practices. This course will engage students in a critical and
analytical response to numerous literary texts, with a major focus on African Heritage, including: short fiction,
the novel, poetry, spoken word, and various elements of African oral traditions. Students are given increased
opportunities to demonstrate their ability as thoughtful, critical readers/viewers of literary and other texts.
Effective argument is emphasized in oral, written forms and other ways of representing.
English 12: African Heritage fulfills the English language arts requirements for graduation.
Prerequisite: English 11 Academic

ENGLISH COMMUNICATIONS 11 – GRADUATION
English Communications 11 is intended for students who may need additional support in their development
as readers, writers and language users and who intend to further study in a variety of community college
programs or to enter the work force after graduation. This course follows the design and outcomes of English
11, but emphasizes practical writing, the relationship of students to their own communities and to Canada,
developing good citizenship and leadership skills, and increasing independence.
Prerequisite: English 10
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ENGLISH COMMUNICATIONS 12 – GRADUATION
English Communications 12 is intended for students who may need additional support in their development
as readers, writers and language users and who plan to enter the job market after graduation or to continue
their studies in some community college programs. This course follows the design and outcomes of English
12, but emphasizes writing for practical purposes as well as interpreting and deconstructing non-fiction and
technical information. Texts include novels, plays, poetry, short stories, essays, journals, editorials, songs,
films, videos, radio, television, live drama and multimedia texts.
Prerequisite: English 11 or English Communications 11

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 12 – ACADEMIC
This course will provide students with the opportunity to explore and develop the interests, attitudes, skills,
and characteristics that are essential to an entrepreneur. The course is challenging and unique, offering
students the opportunity to develop their own business plan and run their own business venture. It is divided
into three sections: in-class theory, action component, and business plan. In-class theory discusses the world
of entrepreneurship, business organization, marketing, and financing. In the action component, students will
plan and run mini-ventures that will enable them to develop entrepreneurial skills. For the last section of the
course, students must successfully complete a business plan.

EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY 10 – ACADEMIC
This course is based on an academic and practical approach to technological systems and problems. Students
will complete four out of six modules including introduction to technology (mandatory), green technology,
media design technology, control systems technology, engineering systems technology and exploring trades
technology. The three themes of this course are design, innovation, and problem solving.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

FILM AND VIDEO PRODUCTION 12 – ACADEMIC
Film and Video Production 12 provides opportunities for students to create original short videos using DSLR
cameras and Adobe Suite CS6. Students will gain practical experience in some of the major areas of the
industry, including acting, script-writing, digital editing, and story-boarding. Students will investigate
“special FX” by using our “green screen” and by making their own “Foley” sound effects. Students will be
required to take on different roles as part of a team to create the essence of a great story through visual
medium.
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

FOOD FOR HEALTHY LIVING 10/ FOODS IN SOCIETY 10 – OPEN
Food for Healthy Living 10 is a half-credit that is combined with International Foods 10 for a full Family
Studies 10 credit. This is a course in food and nutrition. The course covers eating well with Canada’s Food
Guide, nutrients in foods and digestion. It will explore basic kitchen equipment and recipes. Students learn
about kitchen safety, safe food handling and reading food labels. Students in International Foods 10 “travel”
on a virtual global foods tour exploring diverse historical, geographical, cultural and nutritional components
of international cuisine. The course includes demonstrations and food tasting experiences. It is not a
cooking class.
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FOOD SCIENCE 12 – ACADEMIC
This course is designed to enable students to acquire science related knowledge, skills, and attitudes and to
engage them in the study and analysis of the relationships among science, technology, society, and the
environment. This course consists of 4 modules:
• Food: Science and Society, Development
• Chemistry of Food
• Microbiology of Food
• Processing of Food
Food Science 12 may be used as a second science requirement for NS Graduation Diploma.
Prerequisite: A previous science course is required.

FOOD STUDIES / HOSPITALITY 12 – OPEN
Food Studies/Hospitality 12 is an introductory curriculum designed to explore food studies through a
hospitality perspective. Students will have the opportunity to learn about basic food preparation skills both
for personal development and for entry level employment possibilities. Professional food preparation and
service are also explored. There is a laboratory component to this course. Units of study include: Food/Kitchen
Safety, Kitchen Literacy and Numeracy, Professional Kitchen Organization, Food and Beverage Service, Basic
Cooking Principles, Menu Planning, Food for Thought and Life/Work Experience.

FRANCAIS 10 FI – COURS ACADÉMIQUE
Le cours de français 10 offre aux élèves l’occasion de travailler les habiletés d’écriture, de lecture, d’oral et
d’écoute. Les élèves étudieront une variété de modules qui inclurent la poésie, le texte informatif et
expressif, la francophonie et un roman. La grammaire sera incorporée dans chaque module

FRANCAIS 11 FI – COURS ACADÉMIQUE
Ce cours est destiné aux élèves du programme bilingue qui ont déjà un crédit en français 10 FI. Les élèves
continueront à approfondir leurs habiletés en français oral et écrit. Pour mieux apprécier la littérature
française, on lira un roman, une pièce de théâtre et des contes. On visionnera aussi quelques films. Les élèves
se serviront de la technologie pour présenter des projets de recherche

FRANÇAIS 12 FI – COURS ACADÉMIQUE
En 12e année les élèves poursuivent leurs habilités d’apprentissage et développent davantage leurs
connaissances dans le domaine de la lecture et la compréhension ainsi que la rédaction. De plus, le roman, la
nouvelle, la lettre d’opinion, la pièce de théâtre, la poésie et la technique de débat ne sont que quelques
exemples de travaux que nous explorerons durant ce cours. Également, les élèves devront faire des recherches
et donner un compte rendu concernant les points suivants: le texte expressif, argumentatif, informatif,
explicatif ainsi que littéraire.

FRENCH 10 (CORE FRENCH) – ACADEMIC
This course is designed for interested students who have completed junior high school French. Students will
improve their languages skills in the following four areas: speaking, listening, writing and reading. The themes
that are explored are food, childhood, stress and well-being. The text used is Voyages 1. Ce programme est
destiné aux élèves qui ont complété le programme de français de base à l’école intermédiaire. Les élèves
améliorent leurs compétences orales, écrites et de lecture. Les thèmes explorés sont la nourriture, l’enfance, le
stress et le bien-être. On se sert du manuel scolaire Voyages 1.
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FRENCH 11 (CORE FRENCH) – ACADEMIC
This course is for students who wish to continue their study of French. The themes discussed are cinema,
travel, the future and the francophone world. New grammar topics include the future and conditional tenses
as well as interrogative and negative expressions. Reading materials include short stories, magazine articles
and a novel. Students participate in communicative activities to improve their ability in oral and written
French. Ce cours est destiné aux élèves qui veulent poursuivre leurs études en français. On abordera des
thèmes comme le cinéma, les voyages, l’avenir et la francophonie. On étudiera plusieurs nouveaux éléments
grammaticaux tels que le futur simple, le conditionnel présent, les pronoms interrogatifs et les expressions
négatives. On lira des contes, des revues et un roman. Les élèves participeront à des activités communicatives
pour améliorer leurs habiletés orales et écrites.
Pre-requisite French 10

FRENCH 12 (CORE FRENCH) – ACADEMIC
French 12 is the continuation of French 11. The themes studied are the workplace, professions, the
francophone world and adulthood. The reading component will be comprised of the novel La nuit mouvementée
de Rachel and a series of short stories. Many films will be viewed and followed up by reports and résumés.
Students will write letters and give many oral presentations. Grammar elements integrated into the study of
texts include the subjunctive, relative pronouns, the present participle, the past infinitive and the recent past.
Ce cours est la suite de français 11. Les thèmes explorés sont le lieu du travail, les carrières, la francophonie et
l’âge adulte. On lira le roman La nuit mouvementée de Rachel et une variété de contes. On visionnera quelques
films et on fera des contes rendus là-dessus. Les élèves écriront des lettres et feront des présentations orales.
Les éléments de grammaire supportés par les textes inclurent le subjonctif, les pronoms relatifs, le participe
présent, l’infinitif passé et le passé récent.
Prerequisite: French 11

GLOBAL GEOGRAPHY 12 – ACADEMIC
The course explores the relationship between people and the world thematically through the following units:
Globalization, Our Fragile Planet, and Population, Feeding the Planet, Global Resources, Urbanization and The
Future Planet. The units continually link broad concepts of interdependence, global responsibility and the
tremendous potential for positive change and citizen participation. As students work through the curriculum
they will become increasingly aware of the consequences of their daily choices on the global community.
Global Geography 12 may be used to satisfy the global studies requirement for NS Graduation Diploma.

GLOBAL HISTORY 12 – ACADEMIC
Global History 12 may be used to satisfy the global studies requirement for successful completion of the high
school program. This course examines the major themes in the history of the post -World War II Era. The five
compulsory units are: East-West: The Role of Super Powers in the Post World War II Era, North-South: The
Origins and Consequences of Economic Disparity, The Pursuit of Justice, Societal and Technological Change,
Acknowledging Global Interdependence, The Legacy of the Twentieth Century. In these units, students will
examine history from multiple perspectives including social, economic and political. Students will use the
inquiry skills of the historian through the completion of an independent research paper. Throughout the
course students will frequently address the focus: “How has the world arrived at its current state of affairs at
the beginning of the twenty-first century?”
Global History 12 may be used to satisfy the global studies requirement for NS Graduation Diploma.
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HISTOIRE DU CANADA 11 FI (CANADIAN HISTORY 11) – ACADÉMIQUE
On étudiera des aspects politiques, économiques et sociaux de l’histoire du Canada. Les cinq volets du cours
sont la mondialisation, le développement, le gouvernement, la souveraineté et la justice.
This course meets the Canadian history NS graduation requirement.

HISTOIRE PLANETAIRE 12 FI (GLOBAL HISTORY 12) – ACADÉMIQUE
Le cours d’histoire planétaire offre aux élèves l’occasion de perfectionner les habiletés acquises pendant les
cours d’histoire précédents. Les élèves feront de la recherche pour comprendre et pour interpréter les causes
et les effets des événements historiques majeurs depuis 1945. L’approche sera thématique et non
chronologique et inclura l’analyse des actualités sociales, politiques et économiques. Les élèves étudieront
cinq modules: les superpuissances, les causes et les conséquences de la disparité économique, la poursuite de
la justice, les changements de la technologie et l’interdépendance internationale. Les élèves bénéficieront
d’une variété de stratégies d’apprentissage qui inclurent les études des cas, les débats et les vidéos. Les élèves
seront encouragés d’examiner les problèmes mondiaux de façon critique et ils seront encouragés de
reconnaître leur rôle dans le “village planétaire”.
This course meets the global studies 12 NS graduation requirement.

HUMAN BIOLOGY 11- GRADUATION
Human Biology 11 provides a second science credit. The course concentrates on the study of the human body
and its interactions with the environment. Topics covered include: Skin, Bones and Muscles: Diet and Nutrition,
Living With Your Digestive System, Cardiovascular Health, Healthy Lungs – Healthy Breathing, The Immune
System, The Nervous System, and The Reproductive System. Each topic begins at the biological level and then
looks at the personal level. It then expands to include relevance within society as a whole.
This course may be used as a second science credit for NS Graduation requirements.

INVESTMENT AND FINANCE 12 – ACADEMIC
This course will introduce students to the fundamental concepts of financial planning and decision-making.
Students will gain the knowledge and skills they need to make informed financial decisions, ask important
questions and seek further financial advice when required. Students will have an opportunity to demonstrate
knowledge of investments such as stocks, bonds, RRSP’s, mutual funds, life insurance and mortgages. Students
will use the Internet to follow stocks, bonds and commodities. Financial literature will be reviewed on a
regular basis.

LAW 12 – ACADEMIC
The Canadian law course has two main objectives: first to have students acquire knowledge of law, its origin
and function in society. This includes a study of criminal, civil, family, property and consumer law. The second
objective is the development of skills and attitudes that will enable the student to understand the legal process
as a problem-solving tool. As a result, students will become involved in the discussion and analysis of actual
case problems of all areas of law referred to above.

LEARNING STRATEGIES 10, 11 AND 12
These courses focus on the development of learning skills and strategies. Students will be expected to be active
participants in their own learning to develop the necessary skills to be successful life-long learners. Topics
covered may include: organization & time management, homework & study skills, reading strategies, math
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strategies, writing & spelling strategies, communication skills, test & exam preparation, goal setting, assistive
technology.
Grade 10 students will have LST10 paired with their English 10 credit so that they will have English 10 and
Learning Strategies 10 every second day all year. Other Grade 10 students may have the opportunity to have
LST 10 as a full semester credit. Grade 11 and Grade 12 students will have their LST credit paired with their
free period for the full year or as a full semester credit based on their support needs and scheduling .

MATHEMATICS PROGRAM COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Three mathematics courses will be available at the grade 10 level:
 Mathematics Essentials 10: (110 hours), 1 graduation credit
 Mathematics at Work 10: (110 hours), 1 graduation credit
 Mathematics 10: (220 hours), 2 academic credits (full year)

MATHEMATICS ESSENTIALS 10 - GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Mathematics Essentials 10 is an introductory high school mathematics course designed for students who do
not intend to pursue post-secondary study or who plan to enter programs that do not have any mathematics
pre-requisites.
Mathematics Essentials courses are designed to provide students with the development of the skills and
understandings required in the workplace, as well as those required for everyday life at home and in the
community. Students will become better equipped to deal with mathematics in the real world and will become
more confident in their mathematical abilities.
The typical pathway for students who successfully complete Mathematics Essentials 10 is Mathematics
Essentials 11 followed by Mathematics 12 Essentials
Students in Mathematics Essentials 10 will explore the following topics:
mental math, working and earning, deductions and expenses, paying taxes, making purchases, buying
decisions, probability, measuring and estimating, transformation and design, and buying a car.

MATHEMATICS AT WORK 10 - GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Mathematics at Work 10 is an introductory high school mathematics course which demonstrates the
application and importance of key math skills.
The new Mathematics at Work courses are designed to provide students with the mathematical
understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for direct entry into the work force or for entry into
programs of study that do not require academic mathematics.
The typical pathway for students who successfully complete Mathematics at Work 10 is Mathematics at Work
11 followed by Mathematics at Work 12. Some students who successfully complete Mathematics at Work 10
may choose to take Mathematics Essentials 11 followed by Mathematics for the Workplace 12.
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Students in Mathematics at Work 10 will explore the following topics:
Measurement, area, Pythagorean Theorem, trigonometry, geometry, unit pricing and currency exchange,
income, and basic algebra.

MATHEMATICS 10 - ACADEMIC (FULL YEAR COURSE)
2 credits: 1 Math credit at grade 10 level and 1 “other” grade 10 credit towards NS Graduation requirements
This course will be presented as a 220-hour course.
This will mean that students will have mathematics class every day for their grade 10 year. All students in
Math 10 (academic) will write a Provincial Final Exam in June.
Mathematics 10 is an academic high school mathematics course that is a pre-requisite for all other academic
and advanced mathematics courses. Students who select Mathematics 10 should have a solid understanding
of mathematics from their junior high years. This means that students would have demonstrated satisfactory
achievement of learning outcomes in grade 9 mathematics.
Students in Mathematics 10 will explore the following topics: Systems of measurement, surface area and
volume, right triangle trigonometry, exponents and radicals, polynomials, linear relations and functions, linear
equations and graphs, solving systems of equations and financial mathematics.
All students following the academic or advanced pathway will need to take Mathematics 10 followed by
Mathematics 11. These courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently.
There are two typical pathways for students who successfully complete Mathematics 10:





For those students intending to follow the academic pathway, Mathematics 10 will be followed by
Mathematics 11 and then Mathematics 12. (Mathematics 11 and Mathematics 12 are designed to
provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for postsecondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus).
For those students intending to follow the advanced pathway, Mathematics 10 will be followed by
Mathematics 11, Pre-Calculus 11, Pre-Calculus 12 and Calculus 12.
Alternatively, students who successfully complete Mathematics 10 may choose to select a graduation
credit in grade 11.

MATHEMATICS ESSENTIALS 11 – GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
This course provides students with the mathematics they will use in everyday situations at work and at home.
Topics include: constructing and interpreting graphs, collecting and organizing data, probability, housing
options of renting and buying, budgeting, measuring and estimating, and designing in 2-D and 3-D. This course
will satisfy one of the two mathematics course requirements for graduation.
Prerequisite: Mathematics Essentials 10
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MATHEMATICS AT WORK 11 – GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Mathematics at Work 11 demonstrates the application and importance of key mathematical skills. The typical
pathway for students who successfully complete Mathematics at Work 11 is Mathematics at Work 12. (The
Mathematics at Work pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and
critical-thinking skills identified for direct entry into the work force or for entry into programs of study that
do not require academic mathematics.)
Some students who successfully complete Mathematics at Work 11 may choose to take Mathematics 12
Essentials.
Students in Mathematics at Work 11 will explore the following topics: measurement systems volume, 2-D and
3-D geometry, scale, exploded diagrams, numerical reasoning, personal budgets, compound interest, financial
institution services, and formula manipulation for various contexts.
Prerequisite: Mathematics at Work 10 or Mathematics 10

MATHEMATICS 11 - ACADEMIC
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Mathematics 11 is an academic high school mathematics course. Students who select Mathematics 11 should
have a solid understanding of the Mathematics 10 curriculum. Mathematics 11 is a prerequisite for Precalculus 11. These courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently.
There are two typical pathways for students who successfully complete Mathematics 11:
 For those students intending to follow the academic pathway, Mathematics 11 will be followed
Mathematics 12. (Mathematics 11 and Mathematics 12 are designed to provide students with the
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for post-secondary studies in
programs that require an academic or Pre-calculus mathematics credit).
 For those students intending to follow the advanced pathway, Mathematics 11 will be followed by Precalculus 11, Pre-calculus 12 and Calculus 12.
 Alternatively, students who successfully complete Mathematics 11 may choose to select a graduation
level course in grade 12.
Students in Mathematics 11 will explore the following topics: applications of rates, scale diagrams and factors,
inductive and deductive reasoning, an introduction to proof, cosine law, sine law, spatial reasoning, statistics,
systems of linear inequalities, and quadratic functions.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics 10.

Extended Mathematics 11

(academic, 2 credits)

Extended Mathematics 11 is a 220-hour course that is scheduled over the duration of the school
year, September to June. Students who successfully complete this course will receive one grade 11
academic mathematics credit and one grade 11 technology credit.
Extended Mathematics 11 is an academic high school mathematics course. Students who select
Extended Mathematics 11 will complete the curriculum outcomes for the semestered Mathematics
11 course and additional concepts in Statistics and Data Analytics. They will have extra time to
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explore concepts using a variety of learning experiences and use technology to enhance their
learning.
The typical pathway for students who successfully complete Extended Mathematics 11 will be to
take Mathematics 12. Alternatively, students who successfully complete Extended Mathematics 11
may choose to select either Mathematics at Work 12 or Mathematics Essentials 12. While not the
typical pathway, Extended Mathematics 11 can also be used as a pre-requisite for Pre-calculus 11.
These courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently.*
Students in Extended Mathematics 11 will explore the following topics: linear programming,
applications of rates, scale diagrams and factors, inductive and deductive reasoning, an introduction
to proof, cosine law, sine law, spatial reasoning, statistics, systems of linear inequalities, and
quadratic functions, inference making from statistical summaries, analyzing and presenting data
and how to extract meaning from data.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics 10.

PRE-CALCULUS 11 - ADVANCED
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Pre-calculus 11 is an advanced high school mathematics course. Students who select Pre-calculus 11 should
have a solid understanding of the Mathematics 11 curriculum. Pre-calculus 11 is a prerequisite for Precalculus 12. These courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently. The typical pathway for students
who successfully complete Pre-calculus 11 is Pre-calculus 12. (Courses in the Pre-calculus pathway are
designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for
post-secondary studies in programs that require the study of theoretical calculus.) Some students who
successfully complete Pre-calculus 11 may choose to take Mathematics 12. Alternatively, students who
successfully complete Pre-calculus 11 may choose to select a graduation credit in grade 12.
Students in Pre-calculus 11 will explore the following topics: absolute value, radical expressions and
equations, rational expressions and equations, angles in standard position, analyze and solve quadratic
equations, linear and quadratic equations and inequalities in two variables, arithmetic and geometric
sequences, and reciprocals of linear and quadratic functions.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics 11.
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Senior High Mathematics: Common Pathways
This diagram illustrates course pathways for senior high mathematics.

Mathematics Essentials 10
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics Essentials 11
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics for the
Workplace 12 (110 hrs.)

Mathematics at Work 10
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics 10
(220 hrs.)

Mathematics 11
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics at Work 11
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics at Work 12
(110 hrs.)

Mathematics 12
(110 hrs.)

Pre-Calculus 11
(110 hrs.)

Pre-Calculus 12
(110 hrs.)

Calculus 12 (Optional)
(110 hrs.)

Graduation credit type
Academic credit type
Advanced credit type
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MATHEMATICS ESSENTIALS 12 – GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics Essentials 11 or Mathematics at Work 11. The
prerequisite for Mathematics Essentials 12 must be taken and successfully completed prior to starting
Mathematics Essentials 12. Therefore, these courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently, and the
order may not be reversed.
The Mathematics Essentials pathway is designed to provide students with the development of the skills and
understandings required in the workplace, as well as those required for everyday life at home and in the
community. Students will become better equipped to deal with mathematics in their everyday life and will
become more confident in their mathematical abilities.
Mathematics Essentials 12 is designed for students who either do not intend to pursue post-secondary study,
or plan to enter post-secondary programs that do not have any mathematics pre-requisites. The content of
this course will help students work toward improving the mathematical knowledge base needed for work
directly related to the trades. This course will be modular based and project oriented.
Students in Mathematics Essential 12 will do the following modules.





Module 1: Measurement
Module 2: Mini-project: Mathematics and Career Exploration
Module 3: Ratio, Rate, and Proportion
Module 4: Major Project: Math Preparation for the Workplace

MATHEMATICS AT WORK 12 - GRADUATION
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics at Work 11 or Mathematics 11. The prerequisite for
Mathematics at Work 12 must be taken and successfully completed prior to starting Mathematics at Work 12.
Therefore, these courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently, and the order may not be reversed.
The Mathematics at Work pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings
and critical-thinking skills identified for direct entry into the work force or for entry into programs of study
that do not require academic mathematics. Mathematics at Work 12 is the third course in this pathway.
Students in Mathematics at Work 12 will study the following topics:









measurement and probability
measures of central tendency
scatterplots
linear relationships
owning and operating a vehicle
properties of polygons
transformations
trigonometry
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MATHEMATICS 12 – ACADEMIC
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
The prerequisite for Mathematics 12 must be taken and successfully completed prior to starting
Mathematics 12. Therefore, these courses are to be taken consecutively, not concurrently, and the order may
not be reversed.
The Mathematics pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and
critical-thinking skills identified for post-secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of
theoretical calculus. Mathematics 12 is the third course in this pathway.
Students who select Mathematics 12 should have a solid understanding of the Mathematics 11 curriculum.
Students in Mathematics 12 will study the following topics:










borrowing money
investing money
set theory
logical reasoning
counting methods
probability
polynomial functions
exponential and logarithmic functions
sinusoidal functions

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics 11 or Pre-calculus 11.

PRE-CALCULUS 12 – ADVANCED
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-calculus 11. Pre-calculus 11 must be taken and successfully
completed prior to starting Pre-calculus 12. Therefore, these courses are to be taken consecutively, not
concurrently, and the order may not be reversed.
The Pre-calculus pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and criticalthinking skills identified for post-secondary studies in programs that require the study of theoretical calculus.
Students who select Pre-calculus 12 should have a solid understanding of the Pre-calculus 11 curriculum.
Students in Pre-calculus 12 will study the following topics:









transformations
radical functions
polynomial functions
trigonometry
exponential and logarithmic functions
rational functions
function operations
permutations, combinations and the binomial theorem
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CALCULUS 12 – ADVANCED
This course will be presented as a 110-hour course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-calculus 12.

This course includes the following topics: the concept of a limit, simple derivatives, properties of derivatives,
derivatives of trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions, applications of derivatives - tangents,
rates of change, motion, curve sketching, anti-derivatives, differential equations and applications of antiderivatives.

COURSES CONTINUED
MI’KMAW STUDIES 11 – ACADEMIC
MKW 11
Mi'kmaw Studies 11 is a course that serves not only to highlight the Mi'kmaw experience, but also to provide
opportunities for learners to gain an understanding how they are connected to the history and culture of the
First Peoples of the Maritimes. The course incorporates an inquiry-based approach and examines broad
concepts such as governance, culture, justice, spirituality, and education. Students will analyze historical
and contemporary Mi'kmaw issues, which enables them to achieve a greater understanding of, and respect
for, both Mi'kmaw society and Mi'kmaw contributions to Canadian society.
This course meets the Canadian studies requirement for NS Graduation.

MODE DE VIE ACTIF 11F (PHYSICALLY ACTIVE LIFESTYLES 11)- OUVERT
This full-credit French Immersion course is designed to engage students in a wide range of physically active
experiences, with an overall theme of exploring options and opportunities for being active for life, both in
school and in their community. Mode de Vie Actif 11 encompasses both an activity component and a theory
component, with an emphasis on engagement in physical activity. The activity component of the course is
designed to provide opportunities for students in active experiences that engage youth in traditional and nontraditional forms of physical activity. The theory component of the course will enhance student understanding
of healthy eating, injury prevention, mental and emotional health, and addiction prevention highlighting the
connection between healthy living and being physically active.
This course meets the Physical Active NS Graduation requirement.

MULTIMEDIA 12 – ACADEMIC
The course challenges students to create, manipulate, and critically reflect upon multimedia projects as
members of a collaborative culture. Multimedia 12 consists of four modules: Creating and Manipulating
Images, Creating and Manipulating Motion Graphics, Sound Recording and Editing, and a Collaborative
Project. Students will create media in the form of print-based advertisements, animations, videos, computer
games, audio recordings, and websites. Multimedia 12 is an academic credit and meets either but not both of
the requirements for a technology or fine arts credit. Multimedia 12 does not qualify as the compulsory fine
arts credit.
Multimedia 12 may be used as a technology credit toward NS Graduation Diploma requirements.
It does not satisfy the compulsory fine arts credit requirement for graduation.
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MUSIC PROGRAM / COURSES AT HALIFAX WEST HIGH SCHOOL
Note: *All music courses listed are fine arts credits.

Music 10B Instrumental Band – Academic
Music 10B Band is designed for students who already play a concert band instrument. Students enrolled in
this course typically start learning a band instrument in either grade six or seven and have continued to play
in a concert band throughout their junior high years.
Students will be expected to attend Concert Band rehearsals Wednesday mornings from 8 – 9 a.m. and
several performances throughout the year. These rehearsals and performances are considered co-curricular
and thus are counted toward a student’s final mark. In addition to studying music repertoire, students will
also be given instruction in theory, history and composition as part of their coursework.
This course is offered all year long and is paired with Grade 10 English on alternate days.
Music 11 Explore Music – Academic
Music 11 Explore Music is designed for students who have not played a traditional band instrument in junior
high. Please note, students who played in junior high band may not register for this course.
Students will explore, compose, and perform different types of music from around the world. Explore Music
11 is the exploration of all facets of music. Topics will include digital recording and composition, song
writing and performing, guitar “heroes”, music history, movie music and musical theatre. There is no
prerequisite for this course.
Music 11B Instrumental Band – Academic
Music 11B Band is designed to continue to develop and expand upon performance and interpretation skills,
and further explore the function and role of music in society. Students continue to develop technique
through the preparation of scales and studies, and explore their artistry through the preparation of solos.
Students also study music theory up to and including basic triads, rhythmic and melodic dictation, music
history and utilize music technology to create basic compositions. Students will be expected to attend
Concert Band rehearsals Wednesday mornings from 8-9 a.m. as well as several performances throughout the
year. These rehearsals and performances are considered co-curricular and thus are counted toward a
student’s final mark.
This course is offered all year long and is non-semester.
Music 12S Beginner Guitar – Academic
This course is designed for students who have absolutely no experience on guitar but would like to learn to
play the instrument. All aspects of guitar playing will be explored including TAB, chord reading, note
reading, as well as aspects of theory, history, and composition. Students must acquire their own acoustic
guitar for the course. Students must have permission from the instructor to register for this course.
Music 12B Instrumental Band – Academic
This course is designed to continue to develop and expand upon performance and interpretation skills, and
further explore the function and role of music in society. Students continue to develop technique through the
preparation of scales and studies, and explore their artistry through the preparation of solos. Students also
study music theory up to and including basic triads, rhythmic and melodic dictation, music history and
utilize music technology to create basic compositions. Students will be expected to attend Concert Band
rehearsals Wednesday mornings from 8 – 9 a.m. as well as several performances throughout the year. These
rehearsals and performances are considered co-curricular and thus are counted toward a student’s final
mark.
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HRSB MUSIC OPTIONS IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE COURSES.
In addition to the above offerings, students may audition for all-city ensembles. These are offered at the AllCity Music Centre. Students wishing to take part in any all-city ensembles must also belong to their school
ensembles, if available.
The following ensembles are offered subject to the availability of teaching staff. Please call 421-6700 for
further information.
- Soundtrax (SATB choir)
- Youth Honour Choir
- Senior Improvisation Class
- Senior Jazz Band
- Halifax Schools’ Symphony Orchestra
- Intermediate Jazz Band

COURSES CONTINUED
OCEANS 11 – ACADEMIC
This course is divided into two parts. In the first part, the basics of the science of oceanography are
examined. Students study topics such as: the structure of the seafloor, the chemical and physical properties of
water, the causes and effects of ocean currents, tides and the basics of marine biology. The second part of the
course focuses on the social and economic impacts of the ocean on humans. Specifically, industries such as:
tourism, the fishery, aquaculture and oil exploration are examined. Emphasis is placed on the effective
management of ocean resources.
Prerequisite: Science 10 is recommended

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11 – OPEN
This course will provide students with a variety of fitness and sport experiences to enhance their
understanding of personal fitness and growth. Physical Education 11 includes some theory components,
coupled with predominantly active experiences whereby students will have the opportunity to participate in
a variety of indoor and outdoor fitness, sport and recreational experiences.
Units covered:
A. X-country running, hiking, street hockey, tennis.
B. Archery, volleyball, low organized games, muscular endurance, power training.
C. Badminton, stick games, weight training.
Theory: Outdoor education, teaching/ leadership principles, sport technology.
Each unit runs for approximately six weeks with two activities being offered during each unit. At the end of
the unit there is a theory test, a skill test, and a fitness test. Theory classes are held once every cycle.
This course meets the physical active requirement for NS Graduation

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 12 - OPEN
Physical Education 12 is designed for students who want to remain physically active in their final year of
high school. Five main areas will be explored, including touch football, volleyball, badminton, basketball and
fitness. A variety of other sports and recreational activities will make up this course. Personal fitness and
fitness appreciation is stressed, as well as co-operation with fellow students and staff. This program
develops maturity through an active lifestyle program so the students can remain active once they leave the
school setting. Students will have a teaching and intramural component in this course.
This course meets the physical active requirement for NS Graduation.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP 12- ACADEMIC
Leadership 12 is designed for students who wish to expand their role as future leaders, and who are not
necessarily interested in traditional sports. The leadership skills developed in this course are transferable to
all future job settings, in business or sport. This course will examine through experiential education various
styles and characteristics of effective leadership in today’s society. The course assessment will contain both
written and practical components.







Outdoor Education Unit (kayaking, camping, 4 day canoe trip, rock climbing, winter survival,
etc…)
Volunteer or coaching experience in community, sports, charities
Helping local elementary schools or community clubs.
Leadership seminars in team building, communication, experiential education, conflict resolution,
and becoming a facilitator.
Journaling, researching, and creating usable resources.
Intramural organization, event organizing, teaching, team management and officiating.

This course is only open to Grade 12 students.

Note: Although Physical Education Leadership 12 is coded as an academic course, it may not be accepted at all universities for admission.
Students are advised to check university admission requirements.

PHYSICALLY ACTIVE LIFESTYLES 11 – OPEN
Physically Active Lifestyles 11 is a credit designed to help all students make informed decisions concerning
enjoyable physical activity both in high school and in adult life. The course introduces students to a variety
of pursuits, including outdoor recreation, racket sports, team games, fitness activities, health and cooperative games that promote improved self- esteem, fitness, fair play and a healthy lifestyle. Physically
Active Lifestyles assist students in developing personal responsibility for their own health and physical
fitness. The focus of this course is to experience a wide variety of sports, and not on skill and to make use of
facilities that are available in the community. There is a classroom component as part of the PAL 11 course
This course meets the Physical Active NS Graduation requirement.

PHYSICS 11 – ACADEMIC
This is one of two introductory physics courses that form the foundation for future studies in physics. The
course begins with a refresher of basic algebra and the physics begins with a study of moving objects
(kinematics) and proceeds into the cause of the observed motions (dynamics). The mathematical tools of
graphing and algebraic manipulation are the basic necessities to carry out the problem section for mechanics
(kinematics and dynamics). The conservation laws of mechanical energy and linear momentum complete the
mechanics section of Grade 11. The course concludes with a study of energy transfer through waves and their
applications. This course leads directly to Physics 12.
Prerequisites: Math 10 Academic, Science 10

PHYSICS 12 – ACADEMIC
This course builds upon the foundation established in Physics 11. Topics include: dynamics in twodimensional motion, periodic motion (circular and simple-harmonic), universal gravitation (Newton, Kepler,
satellites), momentum and its conservation (two-dimension), conservation of energy, static electricity,
magnetism and electromagnetism, electromagnetic induction, and nuclear physics (quantum theory, the atom,
the nucleus and nuclear applications).
Prerequisites: Physics 11 and Math 11Academic/Advanced or Higher
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PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY 11 – OPEN
Production Technology 11 emphasizes custom production in the wood lab. The intention of the course is to
give students a firm foundation in the principles of proper design, tool use, safety and machine maintenance.
Projects in the course will be based on the design, planning, finishing of the project, as well as sound
construction techniques. Each of the projects will attempt to teach a different type of production and it
associated techniques. Since this is a hands-on course, attendance is very important in achieving the goals of
the program.








AutoCAD
Blue Print Basics
Measuring tapes, squares, interlocking wooden puzzle assignment
Furniture design basics
Joinery techniques
Material preparation
Final Project - furniture

This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY 12 – OPEN
Production Technology 12 looks at the entire manufacturing process from a company standpoint. Students
will look at all of the steps companies take to produce a product. These steps include topics such as budget,
design, prototyping, testing, construction, resource management, and marketing. Projects will consist of
students working both in teams and individually to complete all steps in the manufacturing process and will
involve both theory and hands on work. Students will be asked to not only explain their work, but to defend
the choices they made in producing their products and to describe how their product will impact the
environment.
 Working with hardwood
 Working with plastics – bending, forming, brazing, and joining (epoxy and welding)
 Structure – designing to custom specifications
 Cabinetry
 Budgeting and layout
 Material preparation
 Final project
This course may be used as a technology credit towards NS Graduation requirements.

SCIENCE 10 – ACADEMIC
In Science 10 students study topics in four disciplines of science - biology, chemistry, physics and meteorology
- in four separate units of study. Within each unit the students practice and strengthen scientific skills through
experiments, projects, assignments, and problem solving. They also develop an understanding of concepts
within that science discipline. An exploration of the relationship between science, technology, society and the
environment (STSE) provides a unifying theme across the four areas of science. Broad topic areas include:
sustainability of ecosystems (Biology); chemical reactions (Chemistry); linear motion (Physics) and weather
dynamics (Meteorology). This course serves as a foundation for further studies in science, particularly in
biology, chemistry and physics.
SCIENCE 10 Modified
The course covers the same concepts and topics (see Science 10 description above) while focusing more on
practical applications. See Science 10 (above) for unit descriptions. Science 10 (A & B) fulfills all the
requirements for Science 10 and is recommended for students who struggle with mathematics or science. This
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course is being offered in two half credits. Students receive a final mark after each half credit. Each half credit
lasts one term; the total length is one semester. All students who choose it will be enrolled in both half credits.
Science 10A – Units include Chemical Reactions and Weather Dynamics.
Science 10B – Units include Sustainability of Ecosystems and Motion.
Typically, students who enrol in this course would go on to study Human Biology 11, and/or Oceans 11, while
not pursuing further studies in Biology, Chemistry or Physics. This course is designed for students who do
not wish to pursue science or mathematics beyond high school.
SCIENCES 10 FI– ACADÉMIQUE
Le but de ce cours est d’aider les élèves à percevoir l’apprentissage à l’école et l’expérience de la vie comme
inséparables. En intégrant l’étude des sciences à la technologie et la société, ce cours encourage les élèves à
combiner la connaissance scientifique et la pensée critique pour prendre des décisions eux-mêmes. Il met aussi
l’emphase sur le raisonnement et l’analyse. Il offre à tous les élèves les outils intellectuels pour devenir
scientifiquement éduqués par la résolution de problèmes et le raisonnement critique. De plus, il offre aux
élèves l’occasion d’explorer les problèmes environnementaux qui leur semblent importants. Il offre une solide
base aux élèves qui espèrent poursuivre l’étude de la chimie et de la physique. Ce cours répondra aux besoins
d’une large clientèle d’apprenants.
SOCIOLOGY 12 – ACADEMIC
Sociology 12 academic strives to develop an understanding of the diversity of culture and the complex
relationship between human behavior and social interactions. Students will learn how ‘the agents of
socialization’ contribute to our psychological and social development as well as ground-breaking social
experiments and the theorists that changed the way we understand human development. This program
provides an opportunity to broaden an understanding and appreciation of differing personalities, behaviors,
cultures and social issues. Frequent class discussions, presentations and group work aid in analyzing patterns
in everyday life.
Note: Sociology 12 academic differs from Sociology 12 open credit with the inclusion of a research paper and a
more in-depth study of sociological concepts through the units of Experiments, Socialization, Culture, and Crime
and Deviance.
SOCIOLOGY 12 – OPEN
This course is meant to be an introduction to the science of sociology. How did the science of sociology arrive
at its present state? Why is sociology important? The course examines topics such as socialization, culture,
social institutions and social issues. The course is intended to broaden the perspective of individuals
interested in understanding how people interact within the larger society. Some of the social topics discussed
may include single parenting, death and dying, crime, gender issues, mental health issues, H I V / AIDS, alcohol
and drug abuse, homelessness, etc.
SPANISH 10 – ACADEMIC
This is an introductory course to Spanish language and culture for students who have no Spanish background,
although a working knowledge of French can be beneficial. The students will be able to make introductions,
greet and describe themselves and others and their surroundings. They will be able to talk about their family,
their school, shopping, work and leisure activities. Students will know their numbers, dates, seasons and
weather and be able to tell time. They will be able to use the present tense of regular and some irregular verbs,
will understand the gender of nouns, how to use adjectives, pronouns and negatives. This is a very
communicative program which uses video and cassettes in addition to texts and workbooks. Students will be
expected to use their language skills to produce a short scene or skit at the end of each unit. This, together will
partner work, projects and presentations constitutes the oral part of the program. Evaluation is based on this
oral work, written class work, participation and tests at the end of each unit.
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SPANISH 11 – ACADEMIC
This is a sequel to Spanish 10 and follows the same approach. Students will learn more about food, shopping,
traveling, describing an event, playing sports, and how to talk about problems or sickness. They will be able to
use the present (with more irregular verbs) and past tenses, ask for directions and give commands. Indirect
object pronouns, adverbs, comparatives, superlatives and some idiomatic language will be introduced. As with
Spanish 10, this is a very communicative program which uses videos and cassettes in addition to texts and
workbooks. Students will be expected to use their language skills to produce a short scene or skit at the end of
each unit. This, together with partner work, projects and presentations constitutes the oral part of the
program. Evaluation is based on this oral work, written class work, participation and tests at the end of each
unit.
Prerequisite: Spanish 10
VISUAL ARTS 10 - ACADEMIC
Previous experience in art is not necessary.
This course is the foundation of the Senior High art program. It provides students with a basic understanding
of art principles and techniques. The main components of the course will include instruction in drawing and
design, painting, sculpture, printmaking, and mixed media. Culturally diverse art history will be an integral
part of this course. Emphasis will be made on the exploration of mediums and techniques basic to art-making.
Visual Arts 10 is rooted in creative exploration and problem-solving and strives to develop art-making skills
through personal expression. “Art is not what you see, but what you make others see.” E. Degas
This course meets the graduation requirement for a Fine Arts credit.
VISUAL ARTS 11 - ACADEMIC
Visual Art 11 is structured to provide students with enhanced opportunities to create in a studio-like
atmosphere, furthering their art knowledge and investigating practical challenges within drawing and design,
painting media (watercolour and/or acrylic), printmaking and various sculptural media, assemblage, digital
and mixed-media. This course is an extension of the material covered in Visual Arts10 and the student is
expected to begin assembling a portfolio of his/her work, as well as maintain a sketchbook during this course.
Portraiture, mask-making, narrative art, art theory, art history and a research opportunity are all possible
highlights of this course. Visual Arts 11 students will be expected to increase independence in expressing their
own ideas using traditional techniques and processes as well as current technologies. They will be expected to
create art for different audiences and appreciate the role of art in reflecting culture. “Art is the Queen of all
sciences, communicating knowledge to all the generations of the world.” Leonardo da Vinci
Pre-requisite: Visual Art 10
VISUAL ARTS 12 – ACADEMIC
The Visual Art 12 course reviews traditional drawing skills, taking the student through basic drawing skills to
more advanced techniques often in more independent projects.
The sketchbook as a record of process and development of thought is interconnected to the success of their
larger studio projects in this course. A variety of artists, cultures, histories, styles and philosophies will be
discussed and used as inspiration. Mediums may include pencil, charcoal, conté, pastel, water-colour, acrylic,
ink, printmaking media, digital media, plaster, wire, clay and various “found” objects. One or more
independent art projects will be part of this course as well as a two-week process exam to be completed at
course end. This course will be of particular interest and benefit to students who wish to assemble a portfolio
for entry into art schools and colleges, as well as those who wish to apply for entry into fine arts programs at
the university level.
Prerequisite: Visual Art 11
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YOGA11 - OPEN
Yoga 11 will introduce students to various styles and characteristics of yoga. It is an expectation that students
will develop a lifelong personal practice of yoga for personal fitness and recreation. Students will be
participating in a variety of activities that will include both physical practice and classroom theory. The
physical practice of yoga will include learning, developing, and practicing skills that involve strength,
flexibility, endurance, balance, poise, regulation of energy, and mental focus, all of which can be applied to
other physical activities. Classroom sessions educate students about the relationship between nutrition and
fit- ness, the history and philosophy of yoga including values of non-violence, ethics, honesty and respect in
the context of challenging physical activity.
This course meets the requirement for a physical education credit. There is no pre- requisite.
NOVA SCOTIA VIRTUAL SCHOOL
The Nova Scotia Virtual School provides online high school courses to students enrolled in public high
schools in Nova Scotia. In general, an NSVS online course should be one of the four that a student would
enroll in during a semester. Students must have space in their timetable to take an online course. If you are
interested in taking an online course please see the following link for up to date details:
https://nsvs.ednet.ns.ca/launchpad/launchpad37/
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POST- SECONDARY INFORMATION
Students should seek information about various post-secondary institutions and their requirements for
entrance into various programs. Institutions often have different entrance requirements and deadlines for
similar programs. Please see your guidance counsellor to help you navigate the confusing but exciting world
of post-secondary options.

POST-SECONDARY REQUIREMENTS
Listed below are examples of the grade 12 courses required for some post-secondary programs in Atlantic
Canada.
Please note: Meeting minimum requirements does not guarantee acceptance. Many schools require
more than minimum averages for competitive programs and have a limited number of seats available.
It is important that the student check for requirements and deadlines for her/his intended institution.

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR MOST ATLANTIC UNIVERSITIES
BACHELOR OF ARTS
English 12 + 4 other grade 12 academic courses accepted by the institution
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
English 12, Pre-Calculus Math 12, 2 grade 12 Sciences + 1 other grade 12 academic courses accepted
by the institution
BACHELOR OF COMMERCE / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
English 12, Math 12 + 3 other grade 12 academic courses accepted by the institution.
Note: NS Pre-Calculus 12 is often required for these programs outside Atlantic Canada
BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING
English 12, Pre-Calculus Math 12, Chemistry 12, Physics 12 + 1 other grade 12 academic courses
accepted by the institution
Note: Calculus 12 is often required for Laboratory Science and Engineering Programs in many
universities outside Atlantic Canada
BACHELOR OF COMPUTER SCIENCE
English 12, Pre-Calculus Math 12 + 3 other grade 12 academic courses accepted by the institution
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
English 12, Math 12 Academic, Chemistry 12, Biology 12 + 1 other grade 12 academic course
accepted by the institution
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NS COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS (WWW.NSCC.CA)
Grade 12 High School Diploma or equivalent for most programs. Please check admission requirements early
if you are interested in a specific program or programs.
Admissions Policy:
Student may apply as early as their grade 11 year * This is recommended for most skilled trades
programs and other specialized programs such as Medical Laboratory Technician and Licensed Practical
Nursing which usually fill up 2 years in advance. If a student is willing to study outside the metro area, spaces
may be more readily available.
Note: Some programs have specific subject requirements especially in math levels and specific sciences such
as Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Students/parents are encouraged to start post-secondary exploration early in high school. Please visit the
HWHS Guidance webpage as a starting guide. www.hwhsguidance.ednet.ns.ca
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GET INVOLVED AT HALIFAX WEST
There are so many great ways to get involved at the West. Here is a partial
list of activities offered.
STUDENT GOVERNMENT COMMITTEES:
Just come out and sign up with us.
World Involvement
Community Involvement
Volunteerism
Events and Promotions
Food Bank
NSSSA (N.S. Secondary School Association)
West Wear
Student Staff
School Spirit
Student Staff Appreciation
Sports Promotion
Environment
Posters and Promotions
Tech/Video

CLUBS/SOCIETIES/EVENTS
Animé
Best Buddies
Breakfast Club
Choir
Coffee Houses
Debating
Diversity Chapter
Gay-Straight Alliance
Intramurals
Jazz Band
Knitting Club
Math Club
Model Parliament
Model United Nations
Multicultural Club
Reach for the Top
Robotics
School Musical / Theatre Production
West Christian Fellowship
West Got Talent
Whovian

51

ATHLETICS
Boys A Soccer

Fall

Boys Volleyball

Fall

Boys B Soccer

Fall

Girls A Volleyball

Fall

Girls A Soccer

Fall

Girls B Volleyball

Fall

Girls B Soccer

Fall

Football

Fall

Baseball

Fall

X Country

Fall

Curling

Winter

Golf

Fall

Boys Basketball

Winter

Wrestling

Winter

Girls A Basketball

Winter

Boys Hockey

Winter

Girls B Basketball

Winter

Girls Hockey

Winter

Boys Rugby

Spring

Skiing

Winter

Girls Rugby

Spring

Snowboarding

Winter

Lacrosse

Spring

Badminton

Winter

Field Hockey

Spring

Table Tennis

Spring

Boys Softball

Spring

Track & Field

Spring

Girls Softball

Spring
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